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CHAPTER  I 


INTRODUCTION 
Purpose  of  the  Study 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  develop  and  evaluate 
exercises  for  providing  varied  and  repeated  practices  in 
the  technical  skills  of  written  English,  namely;  capitaliza- 
tion and  punctuation.  The  exercises  will  apply  the  rules 
to  other  subject  areas  than  English  in  grade  six  with  the 
purpose  of  making  the  pupils  more  conscious  of  their  need 
for  these  rules  and  more  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  all 
written  work  they  must  apply  rules  which  they  may  have 
previously  practiced  only  in  formal  English  lessons. 

Justification 

From  a comparison  of  the  courses  of  study  in  the  middle 
grades  it  is  noted  that  practice  in  the  same  mechanics  of 
English  is  required  in  each  grade.  This  indicates  that  it 
is  recognized  generally  that  repeated  practice  is  needed  to 
fix  these  habits  and  that  pupil  mastery  of  them  is  seldom 
complete.  Also,  since  the  courses  of  study  give  only  a small 
proportion  of  the  time  allotment  to  technicalities  it  is 
necessary  to  integrate  them  with  the  written  work  of  other 
subject  areas. 


. 


. 


, 


The  majority  of  authorities  in  the  field  of  elementary 
English  agree  that  instruction  in  the  technicalities  be 
limited  to  those  items  which  pupils  actually  need,  but  that 
such  instruction  be  kept  entirely  apart  from  all  lessons 
in  which  creative  expression  is  involved. 

Many  studies  have  been  conducted  in  the  junior  and 
senior  high  schools  to  determine  pupils'  ability  in 
punctuation  and  capitalization.  These  will  be  reviewed  in 
the  research  chapter.  However,  since  these  errors  are  so 
common  at  the  junior  and  senior  high  school  levels  it 
would  seem  that  pupils  had  found  need  to  use  rules  of 
capitalization  and  punctuation  before  they  had  been  taught 
them  or  had  had  sufficient  practice  on  them.  Surely  if 
more  practice  and  emphasis  are  given  in  the  elementary 
grades  the  habits  would  be  more  firmly  established  before 
the  pupils  reach  junior  high  school.  It  is  a psychological 
fact  that  it  is  easier  to  teach  a new  habit  than  it  is  to 
correct  an  old  one. 

Smith^  puts  this  responsibility  sa_uarely  on  the  element 
ary  grade  teacher.  She  says: 

Care  is  particularly  necessary  in  the  early 
stages  of  habit  formation. . .Since  the  elementary 
teacher  has  the  pupil  in  all  the  relationships 
of  the  school  day,  she  has  a chance  denied  to 


Dora  V.  Smith,  "The  English  Curriculum  in  Perspective  - The 
Elementary  School,"  The  Elementary  English  Review,  23:4-8, 
February,  1946 
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teachers  higher  up  of  seeing  that  no  lapses 
occur  and  that  bad  habits  are  eliminated 
early.  Above  all,  she  is  in  a position  to 
establish  from  the  beginning  a respect  for 
good  workmanship  and  an  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  mechanical  skills  as  an  aid 
to  expression. 

Yet,  in  the  average  English  workbook,  so  few  formal 
lessons  are  provided  on  these  technicalities  that  the 
skills  would  never  become  habits  unless  the  teacher  called 
attention  to  their  place  in  the  many  other  opportunities 
to  be  found  in  the  day’s  writing  activities. 

Treanor1  claims  that  when  pupils  grow  up  most  of  them 
take  a pen  in  hand  only  to  write  a letter.  If  this  is  true, 
then  letter-writing  which  is  taught  in  the  elementary 
grades  is  very  important.  In  the  sixth  grade  there  are  many 
opportunities  that  are  really  functional  to  provide  practice 
in  letter-writing. 

For  the  reasons  set  forth  above  the  exercises  prepared 
for  this  study  will  be  integrated  with  the  everyday  written 
work  in  other  subjects  in  which  the  rules  of  capitalization 
and  punctuation  are  applied  with  the  hope  that  the  practice 
thus  obtained  will  be  transferred  in  some  measure  to  the 
creative  writing  as  well  as  to  future  practical  writing 
activities  which  arise. 


1John  H.  Treanor,  "Teaching  the  Letter  Writing  Pattern", 
The  Journal  of  Education,  120:170-172,  May,  1946 
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CHAPTER  II 

REVIEW  OF  RELATED  LITERATURE 


In  this  chapter  a report  on  some  of  the  literature  and 
research  relating  to  punctuation  is  made. 


Need  for  Teaching  Mechanics 
A group  of  writers1  in  introducing  a chapter  of  the 
Forty-Third  Yearbook  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Study 
of  Education  agree  on  the  importance  of  teaching  the 
mechanics  of  English  because: 

One  who  has  mastered  the  tools  of  expression, 
and  to  that  extent  freed  his  mind  of  fears  regard- 
ing the  correctness  of  the  language  symbols  he  is 
employing,  can  give  his  full  attention  and  thought 
to  matters  that  are  of  primary  importance  (...) 
purpose,  content,  organization,  and  phrasing  of 
his  message. 

2 

Anderson  notes  "that  the  difference  betv/een  spoken 
and  written  language  are  so  great  as  to  almost  constitute 
separate  arts" . Among  the  reasons  he  mentions  are  the  rapid 
rate  at  which  a child' s oral  language  develops  in  comparison 
with  his  skill  in  writing  and  the  relatively  small  quantity 


of  writing  a child  does  in  proportion  to  his  opportunities 


1 

J.  Conrad  Seegars,  Paul  McKee,  Ethel  Mabie  Falk,  Mildred  A. 
Dawson,  Helen  Heffernan,  Angela  Broening,  Louise  Abney,  and 
M.  T.  Trabue,  "Special  Tools  That  Facilitate  Expression," 


National  Society  for  the  Study  of  Education  Forty-Third  Year- 
book, Part  II,  p.  'l46 

1 .. 

John  E.  Anderson,  Principles  of  Growth  and  Maturity  in 
Language,  The  Elementary  English  Review,  l8:2ol-2b2.  Novembe 
194!  
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for  oral  expression.  He  also  remarks  that  fear  of  many 
corrections  of  technical  errors  on  composition  paper  tends 
to  interfere  with  the  pupil's  creative  thinking.  He  says 
also : 

Language,  both  spoken  and  written,  should  be 
viewed  by  both  teachers  and  children  as  a primary 
tool  of  social  intercourse,  operating  in  a speaker 
or  writer  audience  relation  rather  than  as  literary 
art.  Neither  speaking  nor  writing  is  done  for  its 
own  sake,  but  as  means  for  modifying  the  behavior 
of  others.  This  involves  emphasis  upon  form  and 
structure,  because  good  form  and  structure  facilitate 
intercommunication.  (...)  From  the  beginning  there 
should  be  clear  recognition  of  the  fact  that  skill 
comes  only  with  substantial  opportunities  for  its 
practice  and  organization  in  meaningful  relation. 

Warriner1  says  that  although  good  English  teachers 

recognize  that  it  is  more  important  to  train  pupils  to 

express  their  thoughts  vividly  it  is  also  important  to 

train  them  in  the  use  of  the  mechanics  of  English  for  the 

purpose  of  writing  those  thoughts  clearly.  He  says: 

"Much  as  we  may  desire  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  our  pupils  grow  in  creative  power,  become 
more  penetrating  and  logical  in  their  thinking, 
and  master  the  art  of  effective  writing,  still 
we  are  fearful  sending  out  of  high  school  young 
people  whose  writing  appears,  even  to  the  most 
casual  reader,  full  of  'mistakes'. 

"The  fact  is,  of  course,  that,  like  it  or 
not,  the  English  teacher  must  devote  time  to 
mechanics.  The  reason  he  must  devote  so  much 
time  to  mechanics  is  that  mechanics  are  never 
mastered,  never  even  partially  mastered  because 
teachers  have  always  to  be  getting  on  to  the 
next  item  in  the  course  of  study  let  the  commas 
fall  where  they  may." 


^John  £.  Warriner,  "Hurdling  English  Mechanics",  The  English 
Journal , 35:8:447-448,  October,  1946 
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it  this  v/ay:  "Conventions  in  usage, 

capitalization  are  the  rules  of  the  game, 
course  of  communicating,  to  facilitate 
of  ideas  from  one  person  to  another." 


of  Mechanics  in  the  Curriculum 
a summary  of  ten  years  of  research, 

p 

Camenisch  made  a chart  assigning  certain  of  the  mechanics 
of  English  to  each  grade  level.  She  placed  the  following 
essentials  in  the  elementary  grades: 

Punctuation 

1.  End  punctuation;  period,  question  mark 
exclamation  point. 

2.  Period  after  abbreviations. 

3*  Simple  quotations,  not  indirect. 

4.  Simple  punctuation  in  letters,  especially 
the  comma  in  dates  and  addresses.  , 

Capitalization 

1.  Beginning  of  a sentence. 

2.  Proper  names. 

3.  I and  0. 

4.  Holidays,  days,  months. 

5.  Names  of  the  Deity. 

6.  Beginning  of  a quotation. 

7.  First  word  of  each  line  of  poetry. 

8.  Titles. 

9.  Abbreviations. 

10.  Letter  parts. 

She  also  assigned  to  the  elementary  grades  contractions , 
possessives,  and  letter  forms.  She  declared  that  only  by 
"adopting  and  carrying  out  a program  of  essentials  in  any 


Smith  puts 
punctuation,  and 
developed  in  the 
the  transference 


Place 
In  1932,  as 


cit.  p.  47 


Sophia  C.  Camenisch,  "A  Program  of  Mechanics  in  Written 
English,"  English  Journal,  21:618-624,  October,  1932 
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school  unit  can  the  study  of  mechanics  be  restricted 
sufficently  so  that  the  chief  emphasis  may  be  placed  on 
the  effectiveness  of  communication". 

In  commenting  on  the  studies  and  investigat ions  made 
in  this  field  Gunn1  notes  that  most  of  them  "have  been 
largely  analytical  and  diagnostic".  She  says  further: 

"A  real  need  for  teaching  materials  constructed 
with  the  purpose  of  giving  direct  training  in  the 
fundamental  skills  is  indicated  in  the  foregoing 
discussion.  But  even  direct  teaching  is  not 
sufficient  by  itself  to  insure  maintenance  of  a 
skill.  Mere  learning  of  a skill  technique  does 
not  insure  efficiency  in  its  use  at  a future  time. 

"Although  after  complete  mastery  of  a skill 
has  been  acquired,  constant  drill  may  not  be 
necessary  to  insure  its  maintenance,  yet  during 
the  learning  process  right  and  frequent  practice 
in  the  use  of  that  skill,  be  it  driving  a golfball, 
adding  figures,  using  a type  writer,  or  playing 
the  piano  is  advisable." 

In  order  to  obtain  data  that  would  help  to  select  rules 

p 

to  be  taught  in  each  grade  Goodman  carried  out  an  interest- 
ing survey  in  grades  five  to  eleven  inclusive.  Ke  arranged 
the  rules  in  order  of  descending  percentages  of  errors  in 
punctuation  and  capitalization  in  grade  five  to  form  a 
basis  for  comparison  with  succeeding  grades.  He  found  that 
there  was  a definite  growth  in  ability  from  grade  to  grade 


^Mary  Agnella  Gunn,  Ph.  D.,  A Technique  for  Improving  Basic 
Skills  in  English  in  High  School,  Published  by  University  of 
Iowa,  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  7,  New  Series  No.  266, 
January  1,  1934- 
o 

J.  H.  Goodman,  "Growth  in  Punctuation  and  Capitalization 
Abilities",  Journal  of  Educational  Research,  28:3:195-292, 
November,  1934- 
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and  that  the  rules  remained  approximately  in  the  same 
order  from  grade  to  grade.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  of  the  seven  "demons”  he  lists  in  punctuation  only 
three  are  included  in  most  elementary  grade  courses  of 
study.  They  are:  (1)  The  use  of  the  apostrophe  to  show 
possession,  (2)  the  use  of  quotation  marks  to  enclose 
literary  titles,  (3)  the  use  of  an  apostrophe  in  a 
contraction.  He  found  the  three  most  persistent  errors 
in  capitalization  were:  (1)  to  begin  a direct  quotation, 

(2)  to  begin  a proper  adjective,  (3)  to  begin  a proper 
noun. 

After  a count  of  errors  made  by  pupils  in  two  different 
school  systems  Howard'1'  also  made  out  a list  of  objectives 
to  be  mastered  in  each  grade.  She  decided  that  there  is 
a tendency  to  cover  too  much  ground  without  making  sure 
of  the  mastery  of  a few  definite  principles  in  each  grade. 

She  suggested  that  a set  of  principles  be  taught  at  the 
beginning  of  each  week  and  that  plenty  of  drill  be  provided 
during  the  week.  Each  pupil  should  be  given  a copy  of 
the  principles  with  examples  and  a code  number  for  each 
principle.  She  urged  that  pupils  be  made  to  proof-read  their 
papers  carefully  before  they  pass  them  in.  Then  sets  of 
drill  exercises  should  be  on  hand  for  home  work  or  study 
hour  for  principles  violated  in  the  written  work. 


"^elen  W.  Howard,  Errors  in  Certain  Essentials  of  English 
Form  in  Grades  Seven,  Eight,  and  Nine,  Unpublished  Master* s 
Thesis,  Boston  University  School_^f~Edu cation.  1936  = 
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Potter  and.  Touton1  carried,  out  an  investigation  of 
errors  in  the  mechanics  of  English  in  the  junior  and  senior 
high  schools  of  Los  Angeles  in  1937.  They  found  a definite 
relationship  between  sentence  structure  and  punctuation  and 
strongly  recommended  that  certain  objectives  be  laid  down 
for  teaching  the  skills  in  each  grade  so  that  the  "burden 
of  re-teaching  now  falling  on  upper  grades  would  be  removed" . 

Dawson  believes  that  "technical  lessons"  should  be  the 
results  of  the  needs  discovered  by  the  teacher  in  the 
"creative"  and  "practical"  writing  situations  of  the  class. 
She  says: 


Training  lessons  on  skills  and  correct  fornB 
should  come  in  periods  separate  for  the  most  part 
from  the  lessons  where  the  communication  of  ideas 
is  focal.  However,  training  lessons  and  drill 
should  be  intimately  related  to  the  emerging  needs 
which  the  children  have  manifested  in  their 
expressional  lessons. 


Research  on  Types  of  Exercises 
Several  studies  have  been  made  to  find  out  which  types 
of  formal  exercises  are  most  effective  in  increasing  skill 
in  punctuation  and  capitalization. 


^7/alter  K.  Potter  and  Frank  C.  Touton,  Achievements  in  the 
Elimination  of  Errors  in  the  Mechanics  of  Writ ten  Expression 
Throughout  the  Junior-Senior  High  School,  University  of 
Southern  California  Studies,  Second  Series,  Ho.  3,  Los 
Angeles,  1937 

2Mildred  A.  Dawson,  "Ouiding  Writing  Activities  in  the 
Elementary  School,"  The  Elementary  English  Review,  23:2:60-83, 
February , 1946 
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Leonard-*-  constructed  exercises  of  the  proof-reading, 
error  correction,  and  dictation  types.  He  reported  that 
large  gains  were  made  by  his  experimental  group  and  that 
evidently  these  particular  types  of  exercises  were  "remark- 
ably effective  in  enabling  these  children  to  reduce  their 
composition  errors." 

Fellows2  and  'Thomas^  both  reported  on  studies  in  which 
exercises  of  the  dictation  and  multiple  choice  types  were 
used.  Both  found  that  the  use  of  these  formal  types  of  drill 
reduces  the  number  of  technical  errors  in  formal  tests  of 


similar  types  and  also  carries  over  into  written  composition. 
Fellows  also  reported  that  detailed  theme-reading  and  theme- 


correction  showed  such  a slight  gain  over  the  non-correction 


technique  that  the  method  seemed  highly  questionable. 

After  an  evaluation  of  nine  different  types  of  tests 
Lanholm^  stated  that  the  proof-reading  and  multiple- choice 


^John  P.  Leonard,  Ph.  D.,  The  Use  of  Practice  Exercises  in  the 
Teaching  of  Capitalization  and  Punctuation,  Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University  Contributions  to  Education,  No.  372,  New 
York  City,  1930 


p 

John  Ernest  Fellows,  Ph . D.,  The  Influence  of  Theme  Reading 
and  Theme  Correction  on  Eliminating  Technical  Errors  in 
Written  Compositions  of  G-rade  Nine  Pupils,  Ph . D.  Thesis, 
Published  by  University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  17:1,  March  1, 
1932,  56  pp. 


Jesse  E.  Thomas,  Ph . D.,  The  Elimination  of  Technical  Errors 
in  Written  Composition  Through  Formal  Drill,  Ph.  D.  Thesis, 
Published  by  University  of  Iowa,  Iowa  City,  8:2,  October,  1932 


G-.  V.  Lanholm,  "The  Measurement  of  Ability  in  Capitalization 
and  Punctuation",  Journal  of  Experimental  Education, 8 : 1 : 55-86 , 
September , 1939 
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types  were  most  effective. 

Concerning  dictation  Frances  Jenkins1  says: 

The  growing  army  of  stenographers  testifies 
to  the  place  of  dictation  in  the  business  world. 

(...)  To  be  able  to  translate  the  spoken  language 
of  another  into  acceptable  language  form  indicates 
a high  degree  of  mastery. 

Philip  Jenkins2  believes  it  is  not  sufficient  to  give 
pupils  experience  in  punctuating  the  thought  of  others  but 
they  must  also  be  given  plenty  of  practice  in  punctuating 
their  own  thoughts.  Ke  says: 

Punctuation  is  a component  part  of  that  whole 
process  we  call  writing;  first  of  thinking,  then 
forming  those  thoughts  into  sentences,  and  finally 
putting  them  down  on  paper.  And  since  this  is  so, 
we  must  change  our  method  from  the  present  detached 
manner  to  one  which  makes  of  punctuation  a function 
of  a whole  process. 

In  discussing  test  forms  Wesley  and  Adams^  claim  that 
the  essay  type*  while  not  valuable  for  measurement,  is 
valuable  for  evaluation.  They  believe  that  every  teacher 
should  give  an  occasional  essay  type  of  examination  for  the 
purpose  of  diagnosing  class  and  individual  weaknesses. 


Frances  Jenkins,  Language  Development  in  Elementary  School, 
Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons,  1941,  25&PP* 

> 

Philip  R.  Jenkins,  "Practical  Punctuation,"  Education ,57 : 6:364, 
February , 1957 

’Edgar  Bruce  Wesley  and  Mary  A.  Adams,  Teaching  Social  Studies 
in  Elementary  Schools.  D.  C.  Heath  Company,  Boston,  1946 ,355 pp. 
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Greene,  Jorgensen,  and  Gerberich  advise  that  control 
should  be  kept  over  the  distribution  of  practice  exercises 
in  the  basic  skills  so  that  the  time  may  be  most  economically 
spent . 

The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  workbooks  which  would 

provide  the  practice  needed  by  an  individual  class  is  brought 

2 

out  by  the  study  made  by  Liese  . She  found  that  authors 
differ  widely  on  the  importance  of  the  various  phases  of 
English  as  evidenced  by  the  allotment  of  exercises.  Her  study 
emphasises  the  necessity  of  discovering  the  needs  of  each 
class  and  of  providing  exercises  best  suited  to  those  needs. 


1 


Research  on  Letter  Writing 

Concerning  letter  writing  McKee-'1  says: 

Few,  if  any,  escape  its  needs  and  use.  Most 
certainly  it  should  receive  the  major  emphasis  in 
the  teaching  of  written  language,  and  instruction 
devoted  to  it  should  include  the  writing  of  friendly 
letters*:  business  letters  of  all  types,  notes, 
invitations,  and  acceptances. 

4 

Zeligs  wrote  an  interesting  account  of  an  investigation 
she  made  of  the  letter  writing  of  one-hundred-sixty  twelve- 

^H.  A.  Greene,  A.  N.  Jorgensen,  J.  R.  Gerberich,  Measurement 
and  Evaluation  in  the  Elementary  School.  Longsmans,  Green  and 
Company,  New  York,  1946,  639  pp. 

2H.  E.  Liese,  An  Analysis  of  English  Workbooks  in  the  Fifth 
Grade,  Unpublished  M.Ed.  Service  Paper,  Boston  University 
School  of  Education,  1947. 

■3 

Paul  McKee,  Language  in  the  Elementary  Schools.  Houghton 
Mifflin  Company,  Boston,  1942,  550  pp. 

A 

Rose  Zeligs,  "Letter  Writing  in  the  Sixth  Grade,"  The 
Elementary  English  Review,  23:80-83,  February,  1946 
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year  old  children.  She  listed  twenty-two  different  occasions 
for  friendly  type  letters  and  six  for  business  letters. 

Tobey^  made  an  investigation  of  letters  written  and 
received  by  pupils  of  grades  four  through  seven.  She  found 
that  more  than  half  of  the  pupils  checked  have  someone  to 
write  to  without  having  to  be  told.  She  found  that  children 
are  attracted  by  advertisements  in  newspapers,  magazines, 
and  on  the  radio.  She  suggested  that  these  real  life  interests 
of  children  should  be  used  to  stimulate  letter  writing. 

O 

Fitzgerald  and  Geoghegan  asked  children  in  the  school 
systems  of  ten  states  to  bring  in  letters  received  through 
the  mail  from  their  friends.  Forty-five  hundred  letters 
from  children  in  41  states  were  brought  in,  of  which  seven 
hundred  forty-eight  were  written  by  fifth  grade  pupils. 

A tabulation  of  three  thousand  errors  was  made.  The  writers 
claim  that  of  the  errors  could  have  been  eliminated  if 
the  following  points  had  been  mastered:  (1)  closing-punctua- 
tion, capitalization,  correct  placement,  and  appropriate 
form;  (2)  spacing  and  margins  - correct  margin  spacing  and 
indentation;  (3)  heading-punctuation,  order,  correct  place- 
ment and  proper  form;  (4)  signature  - correct  placing, 
capitalization . 

"'"Ida  Watson  Tobey,  An  Investigation  of  Letters  Written  and 
Received  by  Pupils  of  Grades  Four  Through  Seven,  Unpublished 
M.Ed.  Thesis,  Boston  University  School  of  Education,  1945 

2 

James  Fitzgerald  and  Patricia  S.  G-eoghegan,  "Letter  Form 
Errors  in  Letters  Written  by  Fifth  G-rade  Pupils,"  Elementary 
J ournal , 35:42-47,  September,  1947 
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Conclusions  of  Research 


Most  of  these  writers  agree  on  certain  conclusions  which 
may  be  summed  up  in  the  following  points: 

1.  Mastery  of  the  mechanics  of  English  is  practically 
impossible  to  achieve  because  skill  in  written  language  is 
a very  gradual  process. 

2.  There  is  need  of  limiting  the  amount  to  be  covered 
in  each  grade  to  a few  basic  skills  so  as  to  assure  some 
degree  of  mastery. 

3.  There  is  a need  of  providing  adequate  practice  in 
the  form  of  formal  drill  of  the  types  which  have  been 
proved  to  be  most  effective. 

4.  Such  formal  lessons  should  be  kept  apart  from 
lessons  in  which  creative  work  is  being  done  but  should 
provide  for  the  needs  which  have  grown  out  of  creative  or 
practical  writing. 

5.  Practice  in  the  mechanics  of  written  English 
should  be  related  to  bt’ner  school  subjects  or  to  real  life 
situations. 

6.  It  is  generally  recognized  that  although  the  same 
errors  persist  through "the  grades  that  there  is  an  improve- 
ment from  grade  to  grade  and  that  the  number  of  individual 
errors  is  not  as  extensive  as  the  total  number  of  errors. 

7.  Since  the  phases  of  English  to  be  covered  in  a 
workbook  are  so  numerous,  the  amount  of  space  available  for 
exercises  in  capitalization  and  punctuation  is  necessarily 
limited  and  presents  to  the  individual  teacher  the  problem 
of  providing  further  practice  such  as  is  presented  in 

the  accompanying  workbook. 
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CHAPTER  III 

PLAN  OF  THE  EXPERIMENT 

The  steps  involved  in  carrying  out  this  study  were: 

(1)  discovering  the  shills  which  needed  to  he  reviewed  or 
taught  in  the  sixth  grade,  (2)  building  the  exercises  using 
these  skills  in  related  subjects,  (3)  evaluating  the  results 
of  the  practice  given  in  the  skills  by  the  use  of  these 
exercises . 


Description  of  the  Population 
The  school  where  the  exercises  were  developed  and  tried 
out  is  located  in  a thickly  settled  section  of  a large  city. 
The  majority  of  the  pupils  live  in  government  housing 
projects.  Many  families  came  from  other  states  during  the 
war  when  the  fathers  were  employed  as  skilled  mechanics  or 
laborers  in  the  ship  yards  or  defense  plants.  Practically 
all  the  pupils  have  been  in  this  school  system  since  the 
first  grade.  Three  sixth  grade  classes  in  the  same  school 
were  chosen  for  the  experiment.  One  class  of  thirty-four 
pupils  was  to  be  the  experimental  group  under  the  direction 
of  the  writer.  Two  other  classes,  totalling  sixty-seven 
pupils,  v/ere  to  form  the  control  group.  The  teachers  of 
these  classes  are  teachers  of  experience  and  of  recognized 
ability . 


T5 


. 


. 


. 


. / 

. 

. 

. 

, ’ c 

V . - , 


. 


G 


Equating  Data 

In  order  to  equate  the  experimental  and  control  groups 
data  were  obtained  on  the  chronological  and  mental  ages  of 
the  two  groups.  The  mental  ages  were  obtained  from  scores 
on  the  National  Intelligence  Tests**',  Scale  A,  Form  2 which 
were  administered  and  scored  by  the  classroom  teachers  and 
checked  and  computed  by  the  Department  of  Measurement  of 
the  school  system.  Table  I shows  a comparison  of  the 
chronological  and  mental  ages  of  the  two  groups. 

TABLE  I 

COMPARISON  OF  CHRONOLOGICAL  AND  MENTAL  AGES 


: Group 

No . 

Mean 

C.A. 

: Mean  M.A.  : 

• • 

: Experimental 

34 

11- 

-10 

: 11-2  : 

• • 

: Control 

67 

11- 

-4 

: 11-9  : 

The  mean  of  the  experimental  group  is  a little  below 
average  in  comparison  with  the  control  group  mean  which  is 
a little  above  average.  Table  I shows  that  in  both  chrono- 
logical and  mental  ages  the  control  group  has  a slight 
advantage  over  the  experimental  group. 

Skills  to  be  Included 

In  order  to  find  out  which  technical  skills  taught  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  grades  would  still  need  review  and 
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Published  by  World  Book  Company,  Yonkers-on-Hudson,  New  York, 
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practice  in  the  sixth  grade,  a collection  was  made  of  416 
original  themes  written  by  34  pupils  in  the  fifth  grade 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  1946-1947  school  year.  From 
these  papers  a tabulation  of  errors  in  sentence  structure, 
capitalization,  punctuation,  grammar,  and  manuscript  form 
was  made  and  is  summarized  in  Table  II. 

TABLE  II 

FREQUENCY  AND  PERCENTAGES  OF  ERRORS  IN  FIFTH  GRADE  THEMES 


• 

• 

• Type  of  Error 

• 

Frequency 

• 

• 

Percent  '• 

• 

• 

: Punctuation  

227 

46.5  : 

: Capitalization  . . . 

135 

27.7  : 

: Sentence  Structure 

72 

14.8 

: Language  U sage  .... 

39 

8.0  : 

! Manuscript  Form  . . 

15 

3.0  i 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Total  488 

100.0  • 

• 

• 

The  need  for  remedial  work  is  brought  out  by  Table  II. 
Many  of  the  errors  in  sentence  structure  may  also  be 
attributed  to  lack  of  skill  in  punctuation  or  capitalization 
The  next  step  was  a comparison  of  the  courses  of  study 
for  grades,  four,  five,  and  six  to  determine  the  scope  of 
the  rules  to  be  included  in  building  the  exercises.  From 
this  comparison  the  rules  of  capitalization  and  punctuation 
were  compiled  and  are  presented  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 
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TABLE  III 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


15. 


RULES  FOR  CAPITALIZATION 

Use  a capital  letter  to  begin: 

The  first  word  of  every  sentence. 

The  first  word  of  every  line  of  poetry. 

The  first  word  of  a direct  quotation. 

The  first  word  and  every  important  word  of  a title. 

The  first  word  of  the  greeting  of  a letter. 

The  first  word  of  the  closing  of  a letter. 

The  names  of  persons  with  their  titles. 

The  names  of  particular  places. 

The  names  of  particular  things  as:  buildings,  clubs, 
documents,  or  commercial  products. 

The  names  of  days,  months,  holidays. 

Abbreviations . 

Y/ords  referring  to  the  Deity. 

Proper  adjectives. 

The  words  north , south , east , and  west  when  they  stand 
for  a particular  location,  but  not  when  they  indicate 
a direction. 

The  pronoun  X. 
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TABLE  IV 


RULES  FOR  PUNCTUATION 

1.  Use  period  at  the  end  of  a statement  or  a command. 

2.  Use  a question  mark  at  the  end  of  a question. 

3.  Use  an  exclamation  point  at  the  end  of  an  exclamatory 
sentence . 

4.  Use  a period  after  an  abbreviation. 

5.  Use  a period  after  an  initial. 

6.  Use  a comma  to  separate  the  name  of  the  person  addressed 
from  the  rest  of  the  sentence. 

7.  Use  a comma  to  separate  yes  or  no  from  the  rest  of  the 
sentence . 

8.  Use  a comma  to  separate  a direct  quotation  from  the  rest 
of  the  sentence. 

9.  Use  a comma  to  separate  words  in  a series  from  one  another 

10.  Use  a comma  to  separate  parts  of  an  address. 

11.  Use  a comma  to  separate  the  parts  of  a date. 

12.  Use  a comma  after  the  greeting  of  a letter. 

13.  Use  a comma  after  the  ending  of  a letter. 

14.  Use  quotation  marks  to  enclose  the  exact  words  spoken. 

15.  Use  an  apostrophe  to  indicate  letters  omitted  in  a 
contraction . 

16.  Use  an  apostrophe  to  show  possesion. 

17.  Use  a colon  in  expression  of  time. 

18.  Use  a colon  after  greeting  of  a business  letter. 
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Building  the  Exercises 

With  the  information  obtained  from  the  above  mentioned 
sources  the  workbook  was  developed.  An  effort  was  made 
to  include  a variety  of  study  and  test  types.  These  types 
include : 

1.  Exercises  requiring  skimming  in  answering  questions 
to  find  words  using  capital  letters. 

2.  Completion  exercises  for  simple  recall  requiring 
the  writing  of  dates  or  proper  nouns. 

3.  Matching  exercises  requiring  writing  of  names, 
dates,  places,  events,  famous  speeches,  or  lists. 

4.  Multiple  choice  exercises  for  choosing  best  answers. 

5.  Questions  requiring  a simple  answer  such  as  a name, 
place,  date,  or  the  use  of  yes  or  no  as  part  of  the  answer. 

6.  Dictation  lessons  to  give  pupils  opportunity  to 
use  independently  the  skills  in  question. 

7.  Essay  questions  which  require  writing  a paragraph 
in  order  to  give  practice  in  the  use  of  capitalization  and 
punctuation  in  original  work. 

8.  Directions  for  writing  social  and  business  letters. 

Since  the  purpose  of  the  workbook  was  to  integrate 

practice  in  capitalization  and  punctuation  with  other  school 
subjects  the  exercises  were  based  on  the  written  work 
involved  in  the  following  subjects:  history,  geography, 
arithmetic,  science,  nature  study,  health,  and  reading. 
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There  were  fifty  exercises  and  they  were  given  over  a period 
of  ten  weeks.  The  regular  program  in  English  was  followed 
and  lessons  in  formal  teaching  of  mechanics  were  limited 
to  the  time  allotted  in  the  course  of  study. 

Explanation  of  the  Standardized  Tests 

The  standardized  tests  administered  to  the  three 

classes  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  experiment 

, 0 1 

were  the  Pressey  English  Tests  for  Grades  4 to  8,  Forms  A 
and  3.  These  tests  include  four  sections:  (A)  Capitalization, 
(B)  Good  Usage,  (C)  Punctuation,  (D)  Sentence  Structure. 
However,  for  the  purpose  of  this  study,  only  sections  A and  C 
were  used. 

The  Capitalization  Test  consists  of  eighteen  sentences 
in  which  the  pupil  is  to  underline  the  letters  which  should 
be  capitalized.  A copy  of  the  rules  for  capitalization 
covered  by  the  Pressey  Test  is  given  in  Table  V. 

The  Punctuation  Test  also  consists  of  eighteen 
sentences.  The  sentences  have  no  punctuation  marks  in  them 
except  a period  at  the  end  of  each  sentence.  The  pupil  is 
directed  to  put  in  all  further  marks  of  punctuation,  changing 
periods  to  exclamation  points  or  interrogation  marks  where 
necessary,  and  inserting  quotation  marks.  The  Pressey  Rules 
for  Punctuation  used  in  this  study  are  given  in  Table  VI. 

"^Published  by  the  Public  School  Publishing  Company,  Blooming- 
ton, Illinois,  1938 
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TABLE  V 


PRESSEY  RULES  FOR  CAPITALIZATION 

1.  Capitalize  the  first  word  of  every  sentence.  Capitalize 
also  the  first  word  of  every  line  of  poetry,  and  the 
first  word  of  a direct  quotation.  However,  if  the 
quotation  is  indirect  do  not  use  the  capital. 

2.  Capitalize  the  names  of  persons,  with  their  titles; 
however,  do  not  capitalize  titles  when  they  are  not 
part  of  a name . 

3.  Capitalize  the  names  of  countries,  states,  cities,  streets], 
buildings,  of  mountains,  rivers,  oceans,  or  any  word 
designating  a particular  location  or  part  of  the  world; 
however,  do  not  capitalize  the  points  of  the  compass, 

or  such  terms  as  street,  river,  ocean,  when  not  part 
of  a name . 

4.  Capitalize  the  names  of  business  firms,  schools, 
societies,  or  other  organization;  however,  do  not 
capitalize  such  words  as  company,  school,  society,  when 
not  part  of  a name. 

5.  Capitalize  words  derived  from  the  names  of  countries, 
places,  organizations  or  persons. 

6.  Capitalize  the  days  of  the  week,  the  months  of  the  year, 
and  holidays;  however,  do  not  capitalize  the  seasons. 

7.  Capitalize  the  first  word,  and  all  other  important  words, 
in  titles  (and  sub-titles  and  headings)  of  themes, 
magazines  articles,  poems,  books  of  laws  or  governmental 
documents,  and  the  trade  names  of  commercial  products. 


The  numbers  of  the  above  rules  are  those  referred  to 
in  Table  XIII.  Rules  not  covered  by  the  Pressey  Tests  are: 

1.  The  greeting  and  ending  of  a letter. 

2.  Words  referring  to  the  Deity. 


TABLE  VI 


PRESSEY  RULES  FOR  PUNCTUATION 

1.  Use  a question  mark  after  a direct  question. 

2.  Use  an  exclamation  point  after  an  expression  to  show 
strong  emotion  or  surprise. 

3.  Use  a period 

(a)  at  the  end  of  all  other  sentences. 

(b)  after  abbreviations  and  initials. 

4.  Use  a comma 

(d)  to  separate  words,  phrases,  or  clauses  in  a series. 

(e)  to  separate  the  parts  of  a date,  or  an  address. 

(f)  to  separate  a short  quotation  from  the  rest  of 
the  sentence . 

6.  Use  a colon 

(b)  between  the  hours  and  minutes  in  a statement 
of  time. 

8.  Use  quotation  marks 

(a)  to  enclose  a direct  quotation. 

(b)  to  enclose  the  titles  of  poems,  stories,  plays, 
pictures . 

9.  Use  the  apostrophe 

(a)  to  indicate  the  possessive  case. 

(b)  to  indicate  the  omission  of  a letter  or  letters 
in  contractions . 

Rules  omitted  above  include  the  use  of  the  dash,  the 
semi-colon,  and  certain  uses  of  the  comma  and  quotation 
marks  which  are  not  taught  in  the  first  six  grades.  The 
numbers  of  the  above  rules  are  those  referred  to  in  Table  XIV. 
The  analysis  of  the  data  obtained  is  presented  in  the 


following  chapter 
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CHAPTER  IV 


ANALYSIS  OF  DATA 


The  data  were  analyzed  to  compare:  (1)  ability  to 
capitalize,  and  (2)  ability  to  punctuate. 

In  the  interpretation  of  the  data  derived  from  this 
study,  a critical  ratio  of  2.57 6 or  better  was  considered 
as  statistically  significant. 

Lindquist1  states: 

It  has  been  customary  in  educational  research 
to  declare  a statistic  significant  if  it  is  three 
or  four  times  as  large  as  its  standard  error.  This 
is  not  satisfactory  as  a general  practice,  since  it 
is  limited  to  the  case  where  the  sampling  distribu- 
tion is  normal.  It  is  also  too  rigid  a test  for 
most  purposes,  since  to  require  the  significance 
ratio  to  exceed  3 is  equivalent  to  requiring  that 
the  statistic  be  significant  at  the  0.26  percent 
level  (assuming  a normal  distribution).  If  the 
sampling  distribution  is  normal  a statistic  must 
be  2.576  times  its  standard  error  to  be  significant 
at  the  1 percent  level,  or  I.96O  times  its  standard 
error  to  be  significant  at  the  5 percent  level. 


Table  VII  shows  the  comparison  of  the  two  groups  on 
the  initial  test  for  capitalization. 


Everett  Franklin  Lindquist,  Statistical  Analysis  in 
Educational  Research,  Houghton  Mifflin  Company,  Boston, 
1940,  p.  16 
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TABLE  VII 


INITIAL  TEST  IN  CAPITALIZATION 
PRESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS  FORM  A 


Group 

No. 

Mean 

S.E.M. 

S.D. 

Diff . 

S.E. 

Diff. 

C.R; 

Exp. 

34 

53-85 

1.89 

11.04 

2.13 

1-33 

1.60: 

Con. 

67 

55.98 

1-15 

10.92 

The  mean  score  for  the  experimental  group  was  53-35 
compared  to  55-98  for  the  control  group.  The  chances  are  88 
in  one  hundred  that  this  is  a true  difference  in  favor  of 
the  control  group. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  comparison  of  the  two  groups  on 
the  initial  test  in  punctuation. 

TABLE  VIII 

INITIAL  TEST  IN  PUNCTUATION 
PRESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS  FORI-I  A 


Group 

_ 

~ " 1 

No . 

■ - 

Mean 

S.E.M. 

S.D. 

Diff. 

S.E. 

Diff. 

C.R.i 

• 

• 

• 

Exp. 

34 

29-65 

2.26 

13-16 

2.82 

2.97 

-95  ; 

• 

• 

i 

Con.  : 67 

• 

• 

32.46 

1-93 

15.81 

• 

• 

• 

• 

: 

. 


. 


r 


. 


The  mean  score  for  the  experimental  group  was  29.65 
compared  to  32.46  for  the  control  group.  The  chances 
are  65  in  one  hundred  that  this  is  a true  difference  in 
favor  of  the  control  group. 

Table  IX  shows  the  results  of  final  tests  in 
capitalization. 


TABLE  IX 

FINAL  TEST  IN  CAPITALIZATION 
PRESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS  FORM  B 


: G-roup 

No. 

Mean 

S.E.M. 

S.D. 

Diff . 

S.E. 

Diff. 

C.R. 

:Exp. 

34 

64.29 

1.78 

10.38 

13.72 

1 — 1 
ro 

• 

OJ 

5.93 

: Con. 

67 

50.57 

1.51 

12.37 

The  mean  score  for  the  experimental  group  of  64.29 
exceeds  the  mean  score  of  the  control  group  of  50.57  by 
13.72.  The  critical  ratio  of  5.93  shows  this  to  be 
statistically  significant. 

The  results  of  the  final  test  in  punctuation  are 
shown  in  Table  X. 
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TABLE  X 

FINAL  TEST  IN  PUNCTUATION 
PHESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS  FORM  B 


Group 

No . 

Mean. 

S.E.M. 

S.D. 

Diff . 

S.D. 

Diff. 

C.R.  : 
• 
• 

• 

• 

Exp. 

34 

36.90 

2.83 

16.53 

9.09 

2119 

4.15  : 
• 
• 

• 

• 

Con. 

67 

27.81 

1.98 

16.23 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The  mean  score  for  the  experimental  group  was  36.40 
compared  to  27.81  for  the  control  group.  The  critical 
ratio  of  4.15  shows  this  to  be  statistically  significant. 

Table  XI  shows  a comparison  of  the  gains  of  the  two 
groups  in  capitalization. 


TABLE  XI 

COMPARISON  OF  GAINS  IN  CAPITALIZATION 


Group 

No. 

Form 

Mean 

S.E.M. 

S.D. 

Diff. 

— 

S.E. 

Diff. 

. 

C .R . » 

• 

• 

: 

Exp. 

34 

A 

53.85 

1.89 

11.04 

10.44 

2.59 

• 

• 

• 

4.03  ; 

B 

64.29 

1.78 

10.38 

Con. 

— 

67 

— 

A 

55.98 

1.15 

10.92 

— 

5.41 

— — ■ 

1.89 

• 

• 

2.86  : 

• 

• 

B i 50.57;’  1.51 

• • 

12.37 

The  mean  score  of  64.29  in  Form  B shows  a gain  for 
the  experimental  group  of  10.44  over  the  mean  of  53*85 
in  Form  A.  The  critical  ratio  of  4.03  shows  this  gain  to 
statistically  significant.  The  mean  of  50.57  in  Form  B 
for  the  control  group  compared  to  the  mean  of  55*98  in  Form 
A shows  a loss  of  5*41.  The  critical  ratio  of  2.86  shows 
this  loss  to  he  statistically  significant. 

Table  XII  shows  a comparison  of  the  gains  of  the  two 
groups  in  punctuation. 


TABLE  XII 

COMPARISON  OF  GAINS  IN  PUNCTUATION 


Group 

No. 

Form 

Mean 

S.E.M. 

S.D. 

Diff . 

S.E. 

Diff. 

C.R.  ! 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Exp. 

34 

A 

29.64 

2.26 

13*16 

7*36 

3*51 

• 

• 

2.10  i 

• 

B 

r~  36.90 

2.83 

16.53 

Con. 

67 

■~ir 

r“3274F" 

'l"*93"n 

"T5'.8T 

4.65 

2.76 

• 

1.61  : 

• 

• 

B * 27.81  * 1.90  * 16.2? 

• • • 

• • • 

The  difference  of  the  means  of  the  experimental  group 
shows  a gain  of  7*36  but  the  critical  ratio  of  2.10  shows 
this  gain  to  lack  statistical  significance.  The  loss  of 
the  control  group  as  indicated  by  the  difference  of  the  means 
of  4.65  likewise  is  not  of  statistical  signif icance . This 
table  also  indicates  the  difficulty  of  improving  ability  in 
punctuating. 


Table  XIII  shows  a comparison  of  the  gains  and  losses 
on  the  individual  rules  of  capitalization  for  both  groups. 


TABLE  XIII 

COMPARISON  OF  GAINS  AND  LOSSES  IN  CAPITALIZATION 


Number  of  Correct  Responses 
Experimental  Group  Control  Group 


Rule 

Form  A 

Form  B 

Gain 

Form  A 

Form  B 

Gain 

1. 

17 

27 

10 

34 

36 

2 

2. 

31 

33 

2 

55 

55 

0 

3. 

29 

28 

-1 

60 

41 

-19 

4. 

22 

30 

8 

40 

52 

12 

5. 

20 

26 

6 

44 

37 

-7 

6. 

32 

22 

-10 

66 

CVJ 

-24 

7. 

11 

22 

11 

28 

36 

12 

A comparison  of  the  scores  in  Table  XIII  on  Form  A 
is  interesting  in  that  the  number  of  correct  responses  is 
approximately  in  the  same  proportion  for  both  groups.  A 
comparison  of  the  scores  made  in  Form  3 shows  consistently 
better  results  on  every  rule  for  the  experimental  group. 

The  loss  shown  on  Rule  3 was  caused  by  the  use  of  the 
capital  for  the  word  Mwest"  in  a sentence  in  which  the 
word  "northern"  was  not  capitalized.  The  loss  on  the  Rule  6 
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• 

. 

• 

. 

. 
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was  caused  by  a sentence  in  which  the  "Fourth  of  July"  was 
to  be  capitalized.  Pupils  failed  to  capitalize  the  word 
"fourth"  or  else  capitalized  the  word  "of". 

Table  XIV  shows  a comparison  of  the  gains  and  losses 
on  the  individual  rules  of  punctuation  for  each  group. 

TABLE  XIV 

COMPARISON  OF  GAINS  AND  LOSSES  IN  PUNCTUATION 
Number  of  Correct  Responses 


Experimental 

Group 

Control 

Group 

Rule 

Form  A 

Form  B 

Gain 

Form  A 

Form  3 

Gain 

1. 

31 

30 

-1 

50 

64 

14 

2. 

3 

19 

16 

21 

35 

14 

3b 

7 

14 

7 

24 

21 

-3 

4d 

24 

9 

-15 

50 

6 

-34 

4e 

1 

3 

2 

7 

6 

-1 

4f 

- 19 

30 

11 

38 

51 

13 

6b 

10 

33 

23 

30 

39 

9 

8a 

19 

30 

11 

38 

51 

13 

8b 

2 

25 

23 

12 

13 

1 

9a 

8 

17 

9 

37 

39 

2 

9b 

6 

5 

-1 

24 

7 

-14 

. 


Table  XIV  shows  the  scores  on  the  individual  rules 
of  punctuation.  Rules  which  caused  the  greatest  difficulty 
were:  4e,  9b,  4d,  3b,  9a.  Rule  4e  required  the  date 
July  4,  1776,  to  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence. 
Pupils  remembered  the  comma  between  the  parts  of  the  date 
but  failed  to  put  in  the  second  comma.  Rule  9b,  the  use 
of  the  apostrophe  in  contractions,  showed  a surprisingly 
low  score  for  both  groups.  Rule  4d  called  for  the  use 
of  the  comma  in  a series  of  adjectives.  Rule  3b , called 
for  the  use  of  the  period  in  abbreviations  or  initials. 

Rule  9a,  called  for  the  use  of  the  appostrophe  in  the 
possessive  case.  Inclusion  of  the  possessive  pronouns 
"yours"  and  "hers"  caused  confusion.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  of  these  five  rules  two  of  them  are  named 
as  among  the  "demons"  listed  by  Goodman  and  referred  to 
on  page  8 of  this  study. 

Conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  this  study  are  presented 


in  the  following  chapter. 
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CHAPTER  V 


SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 
Review  of  the  Problem 

The  purposes  of  this  study  were  to  develop  and  evaluate 
a workbook  of  exercises  built  to  increase  skill  in  capital- 
ization and  punctuation  in  the  sixth  grade. 

Review  of  the  Experiment 

This  experiment  was  conducted  with  34-  sixth  grade  pupils 
controlled  by  a group  of  67  pupils.  The  data  compiled  from 
initial  tests  showed  a slight  advantage  for  the  control 
group  in  chronological,  and  mental  ages,  and  in  ability  to 
capitalize  and  punctuate.  The  pupils  of  the  experimental 
group  were  given  50  exercises,  over  a ten  week  period,  in 
which  attention  was  called  to  the  need  for  capitals  and 
marks  of  punctuation.  The  pupils  of  the  control  group  were 
not  given  these  particular  exercises  but  were  taught  the 
same  curriculum  in  English  by  experienced  teachers.  The 
progress  of  the  two  groups  were  measured  by  stanardized  tests 
to  determine  the  value  of  the  workbook  of  exercises 
developed  for  this  study. 

Conclusions 

1.  At  the  end  of  the  experiment  the  experimental  group 
showed  a significant  gain  in  ability  to  capitalize  as 
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evidenced  by  the  critical  ratio  of  4.03  in  Table  XI.  The 
control  group  showed  a loss  during  the  same  period.  It  may 
be  concluded  that  the  improvement  of  the  experimental  group 
was  brought  about  by  the  added  training  provided  by  the 
exercises . 


2.  At  the  end  of  the  experiment  the  experimental 
group  showed  a gain  in  punctuation.  The  difference  of  the 
mean  scores  in  Table  XII  was  7.36  and  although  the  critical 
ratio  of  2.10  shows  that  this  did  not  reach  statistical 
significance  the  difference  of  the  means  in  Table  X shows 
that  there  was  a statistically  significant  difference 
between  the  experimental  and  control  groups.  It  may  be 
concluded  that  this  difference  was  also  due  to  the  added 
training  provided  by  the  exercises. 

3.  There  are  numerous  opportunities  in  the  school 
day  to  put  into  practice  the  technicalities  of  written 
English  and  a systematic  integration  of  the  rules  with 
other  subjects  will  produce  growth  in  ability  to  capitalize 
and  punctuate  as  shown  by  the  critical  ratios  of  Tables 

IX  and  X. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  STUDY 

1.  This  study  reveals  the  need  for  a test  limited  to 
the  rules  taught  in  grades  four,  five,  and  six,  which  are 
presented  in  Tables  III  and  Iv. 

2.  The  development  and  evaluation  of  similar  set  of 
exercises  for  grades  four  and  five  would  be  valuable. 

3.  Using  the  data  of  Tables  XIII  and  XIV  these 
exercises  could  be  revised  to  stress  rules  on  which  there 
was  little  or  no  gain. 

4.  Since  these  exercises  show  some  satisfactory 
results  it  would  be  valuable  to  develop  more  of  the  same 
types  of  exercises  so  that  the  experiment  could  be  tested  over 
a longer  period  of  time. 

5.  Using  these  or  similar  exercises  it  would  be 
interesting  to  determine  the  carry-over  into  composition 
work. 

6.  The  smaller  growth  in  ability  to  punctuate  as 
compared  to  the  growth  in  ability  to  capitalize  brought 
out  in  this  study  raises  another  problem  which  would  make 
an  interesting  topic  for  further  research. 
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INTRODUCTION 


To  the  boys  and.  girls  of  Grade  Six: 

These  exercises  have  been  collected  from  your 
everyday  school  work  in  history,  geography,  nature 
study,  arithmetic,  science,  reading,  and  dictation. 
Every  exercise  calls  for  capital  letters  or  the 
use  of  some  mark  of  punctuation.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  practice  obtained  from  doing  them  will  help 
you  to  form  the  habit  of  correctly  using  capitals 
and  punctuation  marks  in  any  creative  and  practical 
writing  you  may  do  in  the  future. 
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USING  THE  EXCLAMATION  POINT  IN  SOCIAL  STUDIES 

Write  an  exclamatory  sentence  about  each  of  these 
topics . 

1.  The  Black  Country  of  England. 

2.  A perfume  factory  of  Grasse. 

3.  The  dishes  at  a Limoges  factory. 

4.  A tulip  field  in  Netherlands. 

5.  The  fiords  of  Norway. 

6.  Vesuvius. 
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USING-  QUOTATION  MARKS  IN  SOCIAL  STUDIES 


Write  a sentence  which  might  have  been  spoken  by 

each  of  these  people  in  history: 

1.  The  sailor  on  Columbus’s  ship  who  first  sighted  land. 

2.  Queen  Isabella,  when  the  news  of  Columbus’s  return 
reached,  her. 

3.  Balboa,  when  he  looked  upon  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

4.  The  Spanish  explorers,  when  they  saw  the  Indians’  gold 
ornaments . 

5.  Hudson,  when  he  sailed  up  the  river  that  now  bears 
his  name. 

6.  Coronado,  when  he  looked  upon  the  G-rand  Canyon. 
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ANCIENT  HISTORY 


Use  proper  nouns  to  fill  the  blanks.  Remember  to  use 
Capital  letters. 

1.  Five  earliest  civilizations  were  , , 

» » • 

2.  The  river  that  helped  Egyptians  to  be  successful  farmers 

was  the  • 

3.  The  great  pyramids,  which  were  used  as  tombs,  can  still 

be  seen  in  • 

4.  The  greatest  traders  of  the  ancient  world  were  the  

5.  The  gave  us  the  idea  of  worshipping  one  G-od. 

6.  The  great  literature  given  us  by  these  people  was  the 


7.  The  country  located  between  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates 

Rivers  was  _. 

8.  The  people  most  noted  for  building  with  brick  were  the 

9.  The  first  collection  of  written  laws  was  made  by  the 

ruler  of  this  country,  King . 

10.  The  warlike  people  who  conquered  all  these  ancient  peoples 
were  the 
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BRITISH  ISLES  MATCHING-  TEST 


1.  Great  Britain  includes  

2.  Ireland  Includes 

3.  The  British  colonies  include: 

in  North  America 
in  South  America 
in  Africa 
in  Asia 

in  the  South  Pacific 

4.  Match  city  and  product: 

Birmingham 

Sheffield 

Glasgow 

Belfast 

Leeds 

Manchester 

5 • Seaport s include : 

on  the  east  coast 
on  the  English  Channel 
on  the  Thames. River 
on  the  south 
on  the  west 


Northern  Ireland 

_England 

Scotland 

Eire 

Wales 


New  Zealand 

Canada 

India 

British  Guiana 

Australia 

Egypt 

Burma 


linen 

cotton 

woolen 

ships 

cutlery 

steel 

coal 


Hull 

Manchester 

Liverpool 

Glasgow 

Leeds; 

Dublin 

Dover 

Plymouth 

London 


in  Ireland 


GEOGRAPHY  VOCABULARY  CHECK 


The  following  words  are  used  frequently  in  our  geography 
lessons.  Show  that  you  understand  their  meanings  by  placing 
a list  of  suitable  words  after  each.  Remember  that  words 
used  in  a series  are  separated  by  commas. 

1.  Natural  resources  - 

2.  Minerals  - 

3.  Textiles. - 

4.  Crops  - 

5.  Industries  - 

6.  Surface  - 

7.  Climate  - 

8.  Countries  - 

9.  Cities  - 

10.  Transportation  - 


LETTER  WRITING 


The  parts  of  a letter  are  the  heading,  the  salutation, 
the  hody,  the  closing,  and  the  signature. 

Complete  these  sentences  to  show  that  you  know  the  parts 
of  a letter. 

1.  The  heading  includes . 

2.  A salutation  is . 

3.  The  body  is  the  part  of  the  letter  that . 

4.  A closing  used  in  a friendly  letter  is . 

5.  A closing  used  in  a business  letter  is . 

6.  The  heading  should  be  placed . 

7.  The  salutation  should  be  placed . 

8.  The  first  word  of  the  body  should  begin . 

9.  The  part  of  a business  letter  not  used  in  a friendly 

letter  is  the . 

10.  My  signature  is . 
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ANCIENT  HISTORY 


NAMES  OF  PEOPLE  AND  NAMES  OF  PLACES 

1.  People  who  lived  in  Egypt  were  called • 

2.  People  who  lived  in  Phoenicia  were  called • 

3.  People  who  lived  in  Babylonia  were  called . 

4.  People  who  lived  in  Assyria  were  called . 

5.  But  the  people  who  lived  in  Palestine  were  called 

6.  The  people  who  lived  , in  Greece  were  called 

7*  The  people  who  lived  in  Rome  were  called . 

8.  Cuneiform  writing  was  used  by  the_ . 

9.  Paper,  called  papyrus,  and  ink  were  invented  by  the_ 

10.  The spread  the  use  of  the  alphabet. 

11.  The  arch  and  the  ramp  were  first  used  by  the . 

12.  The  art  of  carving  figures  of  animals  out  of  stone  was 

developed  by  the . 

\3 » The gave  us  the  Bible. 

14.  The were  great  artistsand  architects. 

15.  The taught  the  world  about  law. 


LETTER  WRITING 


1.  The  heading  includes 


2.  The  salutation  of  a friendly  letter  is 

3.  A closing  of  a friendly  letter  is . 

4.  The  salutation  begins_ . 

5.  A closing  of  a business  letter  is . 

6.  We  should  know  how  to  write  a letter  correctly 

because . 

7.  Three  kinds  of  social  letters  are . 

8.  The  salutation  of  a business  letter  is 

9.  The  inside  address  includes . 

10.  The  envelope  should  be  properly  addressed  because 
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USING  THE  NEWSPAPERS 


Cut  out  from  the  newspaper  illustrations  of  as  many 
of  the  rules  of  capitalization  and  punctuation  as  you 
can  find. 

Examples: 

Make  a page  of  clippings  illustrating  singular  possessives, 

Make  a page  of  clippings  illustrating  abbreviations. 

Make  a page  of  clippings  illustrating  uses  of  the  comma. 
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A REVIEW  OF  THE  RIVERS  OF  EUROPE 


Choose  the  answers  which  make  the  statements  true* 

1.  Rivers  of  France  which  flow  north  are  (the  Seine, 

Saone , Rhone , Loire , Garonne ) • 

2.  Rome  is  located  on  the  (Po,  Thames,  Tiber)  River. 

3.  The  (Rhine,  Po,  Rhone)  River  flows  through  the  Plain 
of  Lombardy. 

4.  The  (Seine,  Rhine,  Thames)  River  is  the  most  important 
river  of  Europe. 

5.  Paris  is  located  on  the  (Saone,  Seine,  Rhone)  River. 

6.  London  is  located  on  the  (Thames,  Clyde,  Shannon)  River. 

7.  Glasgow,  the  largest  ship-building  city,  is  situated 
on  the  River  (Thames,  Clyde,  Seine). 

8.  Russia  has  several  long  rivers.  They  include  the  (Volga, 
Danube,  Don,  Po,  Dvina)  Rivers. 

9.  In  the  Iberian  Peninsula  the  only  navigable  river  is 
the  (Guadiana,  Gudalquiver,  Ebro). 

• Rivers  which  flow  into  the  Mediterranean  Sea  are  the 
(Rhone,  Tiber,  Ebro,  Garonne)  Rivers. 
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DICTATION 


The  first  winter  in  Plymouth  was  a hard  one  for  the 
Pilgrims# 

In  the  spring  friendly  Indians  showed  them  how  to 
plant  corn. 

When  autumn  came  what  a good  harvest  they  had*. 

They  planned  a great  feast  and  Invited  their  Indian 
friends. 

This  was  the  first  Thanksgiving  Day. 

We  now  celebrate  Thanksgiving  on  the  last  Thursday  of 
November. 

We  also  have  a feast  and  offer  thanks  to  Q-od  for  his 
gifts. 


'•  ■■Alu  'U  . „ i ; f L r:  i : v : : 


. 


. 


. . / 

viveir.sxl  o won  vY 

. 


- . • 4 


• > \ 


•v-„  v A _ , 


READING  TO  FIND  THE  ANSWERS 


You  will  find  the  answers  to  these  questions  on  page  77 
in  your  Geography1 . Skim  the  page  rapidly  to  find  the 
answers  but  copy  them  carefully.  Remember  that  names  of 
particular  places  begin  with  capitals. 

1.  Into  what  sea  does  the  Italian  Peninsula  extent? 

2.  What  mountains  extend  through  the  length  of  Italy? 

3.  What  mountains  are  in  the  north  of  Italy? 

4.  What  river  valley  lies  between  these  two  mountains? 

3.  What  mountain  pass  lies  between  France  and  Italy? 

6.  What  pass  leads  to  Austria? 

7.  What  pass  lies  between  Italy  and  the  lake  region  of 
Switzerland? 

8.  What  is  the  name  of  the  long  railroad  tunnel  connecting 
Italy  and  Switzerland? 

9.  What  is  the  name  of  the  volcano  near  the  Bay  of  Naples? 

10.  Where  is  Etna? 

11.  What  are  the  hot  winds  that  blow  across  from  Africa 
called? 

12.  Where  are  the  richest  farm  lands  of  Italy? 


1G.  R.  Bodley  and  E.  L.  Thurston,  The  Old  World  Continents. 
Iroquois  Publishing  Comoany,  Inc.,  Syracuse,  New  York,  194-5, 
pp.  77-82 
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READING-  TO  MAKE  UP  QUESTIONS 


Finish  reading  the  chapter.  As  you  read,  jot  down 
key  words  about  which  you  can  ask  questions  similar  to 
those  in  the  previous  exercise. 
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HISTORY 


PERIOD  OF  EXPLORATION  AND  DISCOVERY 

1.  Who  was  the  first  man  to  try  to  find  a western  route  to 
the  Indies? 

2.  Where  was  he  born? 

3.  What  country  aided  him? 

4.  Who  were  the  king  and  queen  of  the  country? 

5.  What  did  he  discover? 

6.  What  did  he  think  he  had  found? 

7.  Who  was  the  first  man  to  find  an  all  water  route  to  India? 

8.  Around  what  continent  did  he  sail? 

9.  For  which  country  did  he  sail? 

10.  Who  was  the  famous  prince  of  that  country  who  encouraged 
exploration? 

11.  For  whom  was  America  named? 

12.  Whose  ships  first  sailed  around  the  world? 

13.  What  country  sponsored  his  voyage? 

14.  What  ocean  did  he  name? 

15.  What  islands  did  he  name? 

16.  For  whom  did  he  name  them? 

17.  Who  was  the  earliest  French  explorer  in  the  New  World? 

18.  Who  gave  France  claim  to  Canada? 

19.  What  explorer  sailed  for  Holland? 

20.  What  did  he  discover  and  clAim  for  Holland? 
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YES  OR  NO  ? 


Answer  these  questions  in  complete  statements. 

1.  Did  Columbus  accomplish  his  purpose  of  finding  a west- 
ward route  to  the  Indies? 

2.  Did  Columbus  know  that  he  had  discovered  a new  world? 

3.  Did  Columbus  prove  that  the  world  was  round? 

4.  Was  Columbus  the  first  to  cross  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
from  Europe? 

5.  Did  Columbus's  voyage  change  the  peoples'  ideas  of  the 
geography  of  the  world? 

6.  Do  you  think  Columbus's  voyage  was  the  most  daring  in 
History? 
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DICTATION  LESSON 


5 


THE  PLYMOUTH  COLONY 

1.  The  Pilgrims  left  England  because  they  wanted  to  worship 
G-od  in  their  own  way. 

2.  They  first  went  to  Holland. 

3.  They  finally  decided  to  find  a new  home  in  America. 

4.  The  name  of  the  ship  in  which  they  came  was  the  Mayflov/er. 

5.  They  landed  at  Plymouth  in  December,  1620. 

6.  The  agreement  for  the  government  of  the  colony  was  called 
the  Mayflower  Compact. 

7.  The  Indian  who  became  the  Pilgrim’s  friend  was  Massasoit. 

8.  The  captain  of  Plymouth  was  Captain  Miles  Standi sh. 

9.  The  governor  of  the  colony  was  William  Bradford. 

10.  The  first  winter  these  early  settlers  suffered  from 

severe  cold,  lack  of  food,  and  sickness. 
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EARLY  EXPLORERS 


THEIR  PURPOSES  AND  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Make  a statement  about  each  explorer  using  a phrase 
from  groups  I and  II. 

Example;  Columbus , searching  for  a westward  route  to 
the  Indies,  discovered  America. 

Columbus  De  Sota  Pizarro 

Magellan  Vasco  da  G-ama  Cabot 

Cortez  Ponce  de  Leon  Balboa 

Coronado 

I 

searching  for  a new  route  to  the  Indies 
searching  for  the  riches  of  the  Incas 
searching  for  gold  and  other  riches 
searching  for  an  all  water  route  to  the  Indies 
searching  for  the  "Seven  Cities  of  Cibola" 
searching  for  a northwest  passage  to  the  Indies 
searching  for  the  wealth  of  the  Aztecs 
searching  for  the  "Fountain  of  Youth" 

II 

conquered  Mexico  and  stole  riches 

explored  the  southwest  of  what  is  now  the  United  States 
conquered  Peru  and  carried  off  riches 

discovered  the  Pacific:  Ocean  which  he  named  the  South  Sea 
sailed  around  the  world 


discovered  America 
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EARLY  EXPLORERS  CON 1 T 


II 

discovered  the  Mississippi  River 

explored  the  coast  of  North  America  and  gave  England  a claim 
to  it 

explored  and  named  Florida 
discovered  an  all  water  route  to  India 
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GEOGRAPHY  OF  SWITZERLAND 


Directions:  Fill  spaces  with  correct  answers..  Use  commas 

where  necessary. 

1.  The  beauty  of  the  snow-capped  mountains  and  the  lovely 

lakes  attract  many  tourists  to  Switzerland.  Catering  to 
tourists  makes  an  important  industry.  Other  industries 
are: . 

2.  The  famous  lakes  are:_ . 

3.  Several  rivers  of  Europe  rise  in  the  Alps.  Among  them 

are:  • 

4.  In  spite  of  being  so  mountainous  Switzerland  is  noted 

for  her  fine  highways  and  wonderful  railroads.  Two  of 
her  famous  railroad  tunnels  are  the  and  the__ 

5.  Four  important  cities  of  Switzerland  are  . 

6.  The  country's  chief  exports  are: __ 

7.  Languages  spoken  include: • 
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USING  THE  NEWSPAPERS 


The  following  announcement  appeared  on  the  theater 
page  of  a newspaper.  Can  you  explain  the  use  of  each 
mark  of  punctuation  and  each  capital  letter? 

"Pinocchio"  ' 

At  the  New  England  Mutual  Hall  on  Saturday  afternoon 
Jan.  21,  the  Children's  Theater  will  present  a repeat 
performance  of  Estelle  Ritchie' s dramatization  of  the 
Coloddi  story,  "Pinocchio."  Joseph  Magennis  appears  in 
the  title  role  and  others  include  Fred  Graves,  Paul  Clark 
Pauline  Dockery,  and  Nancy  Bragg.  The  direction  is  by 
Mrs.  Ritchie  with  sets  by  Matt  Horner,  the  production 
supervised  and  lighted  by  Eliot  Duvey. 
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OUR  COMMUNITY  --  A HOME  LESSON 
In  the  sixth  grade  we  should  know  how  to  write  correctly 
the  names  of  important  places  in  our  community.  Answer  the 
questions  below.  If  you  are  not  sure  of  the  correct  spelling 
or  capitalization  find  out  before  you  fill  in  the  answers. 

1.  What  is  the  name  of  your  school? 

2.  On  what  street  is  it  located? 

3.  What  is  the  name  of  the  church  across  the  street  from  it? 

4.  If  you  do  not  attend  this  church,  what  is  the  name  of 


your 

church? 

5. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

the 

nearest  square? 

6. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

the 

chief  shopping  street? 

7. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

the 

park  near  the  high  school? 

8. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

our 

local  library? 

9. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

the 

ball  park  in  our  community? 

10. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

the 

public  building  on  Broadway? 

11. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

our 

local  hospital? 

12. 

What 

is 

our 

public  health  center  called? 

13. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

the 

theater  nearest  your  home? 

14. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

a store  that  you  trade  in? 

15. 

What 

is 

the 

name 

of 

a museum  in  our  city? 

16. 

What 

are 

i the  names  of  some  clubs  in  our  community? 
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HISTORY  QUIZ 


Who  Said  It? 


Make  complete  sentences  telling  who  said  these  famous 
words.  Use  direct  quotations  and  be  sure  to  punctuate  them 
correctly.  Choose  the  speakers  from  the  list  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page. 

Example:  MacArthur  said,  "We  shall  return." 

1.  Taxation  without  representation  is  tyranny. 

2.  Sir,  I only  regret  that  I have  but  one  life  to  lose  for 
my  country*. 

3.  Early  to  bed  and  early  to  rise 

Makes  a man  healthy,  wealthy,  and  wise. 

4.  He  who  does  not  work  shall  not  eat. 

5.  Don't  fire  until  you  see  the  whites  of  their  eyes. 

6.  If  the  British  march 
By  land  or  sea  from  the  town  tonight, 

Hang  a lantern  aloft  in  the  belfry  arch 

Of  the  North  Church  tower  as  a signal-light, 

One,  if  by  land,  and  two  if  by  sea. 

7.  Give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death*. 


(George  Washington 


Nathan  Hale 


General  Prescott 


Benjamin  Franklin 


James  Otis 


Paul  Revere 


Abraham  Lincoln 


Patrick  Henry 


John  Smith 


Samuel  Adams 
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DICTATION  LESSON 


COLUMBUS 

1.  Gjolumbus  said,  "I  shall  prove  that  the  world  is  round. 

I shall  sail  westward  to  reach  the  Indies.” 

2.  The  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  gave  him  the  necessary 
supplies  for  his  voyage. 

3.  It  was  a difficult  one  because  the  weather  was  rough 
and  the  men  didn't  really  trust  Columbus. 

4.  When  they  finally  landed  on  October  12,  1492,  they  knelt 
down  and  thanked  God  for  their  success. 

5«  They  thought  they  had  reached  the  Indies  and  they  called 
the  natives  Indians. 

6.  They  were  disappointed  not  to  find  spices,  jewels,  and 
silks. 

7.  Columbus  was  made  an  admiral  and  given  many  other  honors 
when  he  returned  to  Spain. 

8.  We  say  that  Columbus  discovered  America. 
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POETRY  AND  NATURE  STUDY 


Make  a list  of  poems  on  one  of  the  subjects  below* 
Form  a committee.  Allow  members  of  group  to  choose  one 
or  more  of  these  poems  to  copy.  Make  a class  anthology 
of  favorite  poems. 


Birds 

Flowers 

Trees 

Weather 

Snow 

The  Sea 

Frost 

Seasons 

Observe  rules  for  writing  poetry. 

Give  author,  name  of  book  which  contains  poem,  and 


publisher 


. 
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ABBREVIATIONS  IN  ARITHMETIC 


Write  the  abbreviations 

for  the  following  words 

pint  - 

inch  - 

quart  - 

foot  - 

gallon  - 

yard  - 

square  - 

rod  - 

acre  - 

mile  - 

peck  - 

day  - 

bushel  - 

week  - 

ounce  - 

month  - 

pound  - 

year  - 

ton  - 

dozen  - 

barrel  - 

gross  - 

- . 
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EARLY  AMERICAN  HISTORY 


MULTIPLE  CHOICE 

Copy  each  sentence  choosing  the  best  answer  to 
make  the  sentence  complete, 

1.  Spanish  explorers  came  to  the  New  World 

a.  for  religious  freedom 

b.  to  seek  riches 

c.  to  leave  Spain  forever 

2.  The  Pilgrims  came  to  America 

a,  to  conquer  the  Indians 

b,  for  religious  freedom 

c,  for  religious  persecution 

3.  French  missionaries  came  to  America 

a.  to  trade  for  furs 

b.  to  convert  the  Indians  to  Christianity 

c.  to  explore 

4.  The  English  settlers  of  Virginia  became  prosperous  by 
selling 

a.  tobacco,  corn,  and  lumber 

b.  silk,  cotton,  and  grape  s_ 

c.  rice,  indigo,  and  flax 

5.  The  colonists  of  Massachusetts  made  a living  by 

a.  fishing,  trading,  and  ship  building 

b.  raising  cotton,  tobacco,  and  corn 

c.  farming,  manufacturing,  and  fur  trading 
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COLONIES  OF  BELGIUM.  NETHERLANDS.  AND  DENMARK 
Directions;  Answer  these  questions  in  complete 

sentences  using  correct  capitalization  and  punctuation. 

1.  Where  is  Belgium's  colony  located?*; 

2.  What  is  it  called? 

3.  What  are  six  valuable  products  which  this  colony 
supplies  to  Belgium? 

4.  Name  the  colonies  of  the  Netherlands. 

5.  Name  the  products  which  these  tropical  colonies 
provide  the  Netherlands. 

6.  What  are  Denmark's  colonies?" 

7.  What  are  6 products  that  Denmark  obtains  from  these 
cold  places?? 
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IMPORTANT  AFFAIRS  IN  AMERICAN  HISTORY 


Write  a paragraph  about  each  of  the  following  important 
affairs  in  American  history.  Tell  where  and  when  it 
happened,  what  it  meant,  and  who  was  present. 

1.  The  Mayflower  Compact 

2.  The  Stamp  Act 

3.  The  Boston  Tea  Party 

4.  The  House  of  Burgesses 

5*  The  Declaration  of  Independence 
6.  The  First  Continental  Congress 
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WRITING  DIRECT  QUOTATIONS 

A fable  is  a story  that  gives  animals  the  power  to 
speak. 

Choose  one  of  Aesop's  Fables.  Write  it  out  so  that 
it  can  be  read  to  younger  children.  Put  in  the  correct 
marks  of  punctuation  when  writing  the  conversation. 

Here  are  some  titles  to  choose  from. 

The  Fox  and  the  Grapes 
The  Boar  and  the  Fox 
The  Ant  and  the  Grasshopper 
The  Wolf  and  the  Crane 
The  Dog  and  His  Shadow 
The  Fox  and  the  Lion 
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HISTORY  ESSAY 


Prepare  a story  of  the  life  of  one  of  these  men. 

Samuel  Adams  Paul  Revere  Abraham  Lincoln 

Patrick  Henry  George  Washington  Daniel  Boone 

Thomas  Jefferson  Theodore  Roosevelt  Benjamin  Franklin 

Facts  to  look  up. 

1.  Place  and  date  of  birth 

2.  Early  life 

3.  Reasons  for  his  fame 

4.  At  the  end  of  your  story  write  the  name  of  each  book 
you  used,  the  author,  the  publisher,  and  the  pages. 
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OUR  LIBRARY 


The  following  books  are  in  our  class  library.  Find  the 
author,  publisher,  and  date  of  each  book. 

Starlight 

The  Hundred  Dresses 
Heidi 

Hans  Brinker 

A Little  Pilgrim  to  Penn’ s Woods 

The  Wind  That  Wouldn' t Blow 

Meredith' s Ann 

Rudi  of  the  Toll  G-ate 

He  Went  with  Vasco  da  Gama 

Lassie  Come  Home 


Rain  on  the  Roof 
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WRITING-  DATES 

Directions:  Beside  each  event  write  the  complete  date. 

Remember  to  separate  parts  of  a date  with  a comma. 

EVENT  DATE 

1.  Declaration  of  Independence  

2.  Discovery  of  America  ___________ 

3.  Brithday  of  G-eorge  Washington  

4.  Battle  of  Lexington  and  Concord  __________ 

5.  Evacuation  of  Boston  

6.  Battle  of  Bunker  Mill  

7.  Armistice  signed  

8.  Attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  _________ 

9.  Your  birthday  

10.  Today’ s date  


ft 


•:  v.  -I  : 

. 


r 


. 

i 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

* i 


* 


r 


GEOGRAPHY 
LISTS  OF  PRODUCTS 


Directions:  Each  of  the  lists  of  products  at  the 

bottom  of  the  page  should  make  you  think  of  one  of  the 
countries.  Beside  each  country  list  the  products  that 
country  produces.  Remember  words  in  series  are  separated 
by  commas. 

COUNTRY  PRODUCTS 

Switzerland  - 

Netherlands  - 

Sweden  - 

Norway  - 

France  - 

England  - 

Belgium  - 

Ireland  - 


fish 

wine 

cheese 

lumber 

perfume 

condensed  milk 

dairy  products- 

silk 

milk  chocolate 

olive  oil 

watches. 

linen 

flower  bulbs. 

lace 

dairy  products.: 

butter 

carpets 

lace 

eggs: 

linen 

woolen  goods. 

cheese 

metal  goods: 

textiles: 

iron 

steel  goods 

lumber 

coal 

dairy  products 
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SCIENCE  ACTIVITES 
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THE  WEATHER 

1.  Can  you  name  three  kinds  of  clouds? 

2.  Can  you  give  a weather  saying  and  explain  why  it  is 
or  is  not  true? 

3.  To  whom  are  the  weather  forecasts  valuable? 

4.  What  kind  of  weather  does  the  east  wind  usually  bring? 

5.  What  kind  of  weather  does  the  west  wind  usually  bring? 

6.  Write  a letter  to  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau, 
Boston,  Massachusetts  for  a sample  weather  map. 
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USING  OUR  CLASSROOM  LIBRARY 


Make  a bibliography  for  one  of  the  following  topics: 
The  Pony  Express 
Admiral  Byrd 
The  Weather 
Airplanes 
Cowboys 
Indians 

As  you  find  each  story  write  on  a separate  index  card 
the  following  information: 

1.  Name  of  story.  Use  quotation  marks 

2.  Name  of  book.  Underline. 

3 . Author 

4.  Publisher 

5.  Date 


FAMOUS  SHIPS  IN  HISTORY 


How  many  of  these  famous  ships  can  you  identify 
correctly?  Copy  the  sentences  given  below  filling  each 
blank  with  the  name  of  the  ship. 

"Half  Moon”  "Nina" 

“Mayflower”  "Ark” 

"G-olden  Hind”  "Welcome” 

"Santa  Maria”  "Constitution” 

1.  The  ship  in  which  Henry  Hudson  found  the  Bay  of  New 

York  and  explored  the  river  which  bears  his  names  was 
the  . 

2.  The  ships  given  to  Cblumbus  for  his  voyage  were 


"The  Royal  Ark" 

"Victoria" 

"Dove" 

"Pinta" 


3*  Magellan’s  only  ship  which  returned  to  Spain  after  the 
trip  around  the  world  was  the . 

4.  The  famous  ship  which  brought  the  Pilgrims  to  America 

was  the . 

5.  Sir  Francis  Drake  sailed  around  the  world  in  the 


6.  The  first  Catholics  who  came  to  Maryland  sailed  in 

the . 

7.  The  ship  in  which  William  Penn  came  to  Amereica  was 

the . 

8.  The  took  part  in  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish 

Armada . 

The  Early  American  ship  which  was  known  as  "Old  Ironsides'! 
was  the  « 
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GEOGRAPHY 


With  what  countries  do  you 

associate  these  names? 

1. 

Fiords 

Netherlands 

2. 

The  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun 

Germany 

3. 

Jutland 

Denmark 

4. 

Emerald  Isle 

Ireland 

5. 

Iberian  Peninsula 

Spain 

6. 

Scandinavian  Peninsula 

Norway 

7. 

Dilfes  and  Canals 

Portugal 

8. 

Land  of  a Thousand  Lakes: 

Sweden 

9. 

Kiel  Canal 

Finland 

10. 

St.  Gotthard  Pass 

Switzerland 
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READING  CHECK-UP 


Multiple  Choice  Exercise 
Where  did  these  stories  happen? 

1.  "William  Tell"  is  a story  which  happened  in 
(Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy). 

2.  "The  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood"  took  place  in 
(England,  Ireland,  Holland). 

3.  "Heidi"  is  the  story  of  a little  girl  in 
(Germany,  Switzerland,  Italy). 

4.  "Hans  Brinker"  is  a story  of  people  in 
(Belgium,  Germany,  Netherlands). 

5.  "The  Good  Master"  is  a story  of 
(Bulgaria,  Hungary,  Poland). 

6.  "The  Wonderful  Adventures  of  Nils"  is  a book  of 
stories  from 

(Norway,  Scotland,  Russia). 

7.  "Up  the  Hill,"  by  Marguerite  De  Angeli,  is  a story  of 
(Hungary,  Switzerland,  Poland). 
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LETTER  WRITING 


Write  a note  of  invitation  to  a friend  to  visit  you 
on  March  17  to  see  the  parade. 

EVACUATION  DAY  ESSAY 
Why  we  celebrate  March  17 
Tell  the  historical  facts  which  led  up  to  the 
evacuation  of  Boston. 

Suggested  Vocabulary 


General  Washington 

Lexington  and  Concord 

Commander- in-Chief 

Dorchester  Heights 

Continental  Army 

Battle  of  Bunker  Hill 

Lord  Kowe 

siege 

Boston 

ox  carts 

Cambridge 

Tories 

Fort  Ticonderoga 

secretly 

stealthily 

evacuate 

March  17,  1776 

astonished 

trained  his  men 

gathered  cannon,  ammuni- 
tion and  other  supplies 

. 


1 ' 


- 


- 


, 


EARLY  COLONIES  AND  THEIR  LEADERS 


Matching  Exercise 

Write  in  Column  3 the  name  of  the  leader  of  each 
colony.  Abbreviate  the  titles  when  possible. 

A B 

1.  Jamestown,  Virginia  ___ 

2.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  

3.  St.  Mary's,  Maryland  

4.  Plymouth,  Massachusetts  

5.  Boston,  Massachusetts  

6.  Providence,  Rhode  Island  

7.  Hartford,  Connecticut  

8.  New  Amsterdam,  New  Netherlands  

9.  Savannah,  Georgia  

C 

LEADERS 


Lord  Baltimore 
Captain  John  Smith 
Governor  John  Winthrop 
William  Penn 


Lord  Oglethorpe 
Reverend  Roger  Williams 
G-overnor  William  Bradford 
Reverend  Thomas  Hooker 


Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant 
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NATURE  STUDY 


Completion  Exercise 

From  the  list  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  choose  the 
correct  answers  to  complete  these  statements. 

1.  Some  useful  insects  are: 

2.  Some  harmful  insects  are: 

3.  Some  animals  used  as  beasts  of  burden  are: 

4.  Animals  that  give  milk  are: 

5.  Animals  that  make  good  pets  are: 

6.  Birds  that  we  know  are: 


bees 

cows 

blue  jays 

mules 

moths 

robins 

horses 

caterpillar 

oxen 

cats 

locusts 

pigeons 

dogs 

rabbits 

camels 

silkworms 

goats 

elephants 

dragonflies 

aphids 

reindeer 

ladybugs 

yak 

. 


. 


. 


. 
. 
. 


1. 


2. 


3. 


81 


CAPITALS  AND  PUNCTUATION  IN  ARITHMETIC 
A Home  Lesson 

Using  the  abbreviations  of  these  words,  write  the 
formulas  for  finding  Area,  Length,  Width,  Perimeter. 
Make  up  an  original  problem  using  each  formula. 

Make  a list  of  items  you  would  need  to  buy  for  a 
party.  Use  the  abbreviations  of  such  wo rds  as  pound, 
package,  dozen,  quart,  pint. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

What  cities  of  Europe  must  we  visit  to  see  the  following 
famous  points  of  interest? 


1. 

Big  Ben 

Moscow 

2. 

Arjc  de  Triomphe 

Paris 

3. 

The  Leaning  Tower 

Rome 

4. 

Westminster  Abbey 

London 

5. 

St.  Peter’s  Church 

Pisa 

6. 

The  Louvre 

Venice 

7. 

Parthenon 

Naples 

8. 

St.  Mark's  Cathedral 

Athens 

9. 

The  Kremlin 

Vatican  City 

10. 

Mt.  Vesuvius 
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SCIENCE 


Make  a chart  to  record  the  time  of  sunrise,  time  of 
sunset,  and  length  of  day.  Keep  it  for  two  weeks  before 
a vacation  and  for  two  weeks  after  a vacation.  Note  the 
increasing  or  decreasing  length  of  day.  During  what 
season  does  the  length  of  day  increase?  During  what 
season  does  it  decrease? 


:Date 

Sunrise 

Sunset 

Length  of  Day 

Increase 

• • 

• • 

• • 
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MULTIPLE  CHOICE 


Choose  the  correct  answer  to  complete  each  statement. 

1.  "The  Leak  in  the  Dike"  tells  a story  about  (Norway, 
Netherlands,  Belgium). 

2.  "The  Dog  of  Flanders"  is  a story  of  (France,  Netherlands, 
Belgium) . 

3.  "Heidi"  is  the  story  of  a little  (French,  Swiss, 

Italian)  girl. 

4.  "Ferdinand"  is  a humorous  poem  about  a bull  who  lived 
in  (Belgium,  Spain,  France). 

5.  "King  Arthur"  is  a book  of  legendary  tales  of  (England, 
Norway,  Russia). 

6.  The  scene  of  "The  Merry  Adventures  of  Robin  Hood"  is 
in  (England,  Norway,  Russia). 

7.  "The  Adventures  of  Ferrine"  is  a story  of  a little  girl 
of  (Belgium,  France,  Holland). 

8.  "Dora"  is  a story  of  a girl  who  lived  in  (Germany, 

France,  Switzerland). 

9.  "The  Wonderful  Adventures  of  Nils"' are  wonder  stories  of 
(England,  Norway,  Denmark). 

10.  "The  Bell  of  Atri"  is  a famous  story  poem  of  (France, 


Italy,  Spain) 


OUR  COMMUNITY 


A Home  Lesson 

Visit  the  Aquarium.  Find  out  some  of  the  following 

facts  to  write  in  an  article  for  the  bulletin  board: 

1.  Look  up  the  word  "aquarium"  in  the  dictionary  to  find 
its  meaning  and  origin. 

2.  Give  the  location  of  the  Aquarium  and  tell  how  to 
reach  it  from  our  school. 

3.  Tell  the  days  and  hours  it  may  be  visited. 

4.  Tell  what  may  be  seen  there. 

5.  Give  reasons  why  class  members  should  enjoy  visiting 
the  Aquarium. 
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HISTORY  REFERENCES 


Choose  one  of  the  men  about  whom  we  have  studied  in  history. 
Make  a bibliography  of  references. 

1.  Give  the  author's  name,  last  name  first. 

2.  Underline  the  name  of  the  book  and  be  sure  to 
capitalize  all  important  words. 

3.  Give  the  name  and  location  of  the  publisher 

4.  Give  the  date  of  publication. 

6.  Give  the  pages. 

6.  Note  the  punctuation  of  the  following  example: 

John  Smith 

Kelty,  Mary  G. , The  Beginnings  of  the  American  People  and 
Nation,  Ginn  and  Company,  Boston,  1937,  pp.  188-199 
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A BOOK  REPORT 


Write  a book  report  on  one  of  the  books  that  you  have 

read. 

1.  G-ive  the  name  of  the  book,  the  author,  publisher,  and 
date . 

2.  Tell  the  time  and  place  of  the  story. 

3.  Tell  the  main  characters. 

4.  G-ive  an  idea  of  what  the  story  is  about. 

5.  Do  not  tell  the  outcome  of  the  story. 

6.  Tell  why  you  think  your  classmates  would  enjoy  it. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Write  a letter  to  Bristol-Meyers  Company,  630  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York,  20,  New  York,  requesting  educational 
material  on  the  care  of  the  teeth.  State  the  number  of 
pupils  in  the  class. 


READING  REPORT 

Note:  The  word  company  is  spelled  with  a capital 

when  it  is  used  with  the  name  of  a particular  company. 
Look  up  in  a history  book  or  encyclopedia  the  companies 
below.  Write  a report  telling  who  formed  each  company, 
and  why . 


The  London  Company 
Massachusetts  Bay  Company 
Dutch  West  India  Company 
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MATCHING-  EXERCISE 


In  matching  column  B to  column  A he  sure  to  use 
quotation  marks  to  enclose  the  name  by  which  the  country 
is  often  called. 

A 

Norway  is  often  called  - 
Netherlands  is  often  called  - 
France  is  often  called  - 
Denmark  is  often  called  - 
Hungary  is  often  called  - 
Switzerland  is  often  called  - 
B 

"The  Keeper  of  the  Baltic"” 

"The  Land  of  Shepherd  Kings" 

"The  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun" 

"Land  of  Dikes  and  Windmills" 

"The  Playground  of  Europe" 

"The  Home  of  an  Artistic  Nation" 

"The  Emerald  Isle" 
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NATURE  IN  POETRY 
A Home  Lesson 

Choose  a nature  poem  and.  copy  at  least  two  stanzas. 
Observe  the  rules  of  capitalization  and  form  for  writing 
poetry.  At  the  end  of  the  poem  tell  the  book  in  which  the 
poem  was  found.  If  possible  find  a picture  to  illustrate 
the  poem. 

Suggestions: 

"The  Wind"  by  Christina  Rossetti 

"The  Chambered  Nautilus"  by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 

"The  Song  of  Hiawatha"  by  Henry  W.  Longfellow 

"Stars"  by  Sara  Teasdale 

"April  Rain"  by  Robert  Loveman 

"The  Cloud"  by  Percy  B.  Shelley 

"June"  by  James  Russell  Lov/ell 

"Loveliest  of  Trees"  by  A.E.  Housman 
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ADDITIONAL  SUGGESTIONS 
FOR 


LETTERS 


LETTER  WRITING- 


* > 


4 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

1.  Write  a business  letter  to  the  New  England  Dairy  and 
Food  Council,  687  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
requesting  material  suitable  for  grade  6 for  the  study 

of  nutrition.  State  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  class 
in  case  there  is  individual  material  available. 

2.  Write  a letter  to  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company, 
44  School  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  requesting  a 

set  of  their  booklets  "Heroes  of  Health." 

3.  Write  a letter  to  the  John  Hancock  Life  Insurance  Company, 
197  Clarendon  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  requesting 
that  booklets  of  their  history  series,  if  still  available, 
be  sent  to  your  class. 

4.  Write  a letter  to  Bristol-Meyers  Company,  630  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York,  20,  New  York,  requesting  educational  material 

on  the  care  of  the  teeth.  State  number  of  pupils  in  class. 

5.  W rite  a note  of  thanks  to  Miss  Elvie  Barak,  New  England 
Food  and  Dairy  Council,  687  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  Mass- 
achusetts, to  thank  her  for  the  posters,  leaflets,  and 
booklets  sent  to  your  class.  Tell  her  how  they  were  used. 
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LETTER  WRITING 
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September 

1.  Write  a bread  and  butter  letter  (letter  of  thanks)  to  a 
relative  or  friend  with  v/hom  you  spent  a part  of  your 
vacation. 

2.  Write  a note  of  excuse  for  your  absence. 

3.  Write  a letter  to  a friend  with  whom  you  played  last 
summer.  Tell  him  about  your  school.  Recall  some  of 
the  happy  times  you  shared.  Express  a wish  that  you 
will  have  a chance  to  meet  soon. 

October 

4.  Write  an  invitation  to  a friend  to  come  to  a Halloween 
party  at  your  house. 

5.  Write  a letter  accepting  or  declining  an  invitation  to  a 
Halloween  party. 

November 

6.  Write  an  invitation  to  a relative  to  have  Thanksgiving 
dinner  with  you. 

7.  Write  a letter  of  acceptance  to  an  Invitation  to  your 
grandmother’s  house  for  Thanksgiving. 

December 

8.  Write  a letter  to  Santa  Claus  for  your  little  sister  or 
brother.  Remember  that  Santa  Claus  likes  a carefully 
written  letter  as  well  as  anyone  else.  When  you  list 
the  things  your  little  sister  or  brother  wants  separate 
the  items  by  commas. 
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December 

9.  Write  a letter  to  a friend  describing  a Christmas 

shopping  trip.  Tell  what  stores  you  went  to.  Tell  the 
things  you  bought  for  presents,  or  what  you  would  like 
to  get  for  yourself. 

January 

10.  Write  a letter  of  thanks  for  a Christmas  gift  received. 

11.  Write  a letter  to  a brother  or  friend  in  the  service 
telling  about  Christmas  at  your  house. 

February 

12.  Write  a letter  to  a broadcasting  station  in  Boston  or 
New  York  requesting  tickets  for  a broadcast  during  your 
vacation. 

March 

13.  Write  a note  of  invitation  to  a friend  to  visit  you  on 
March  17  to  see  the  parade. 

14.  Write  a letter  to  a friend  or  relative  who  was  not  able 
to  see  the  Evacuation  Day  parade.  Describe  the  parade 
and  other  celebrations  of  the  day. 


April 

15.  Write  a letter  to  Cheeri-oats  requesting  the  cardboard 
village  offered.  Enclose  10^ 

16.  Write  a letter  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington 
D.  C.,  for  material  on  tree  conservation. 
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April 

17.  Write  a letter  to  the  Children's  Flower  Mission,  5700 
Detroit  Avenue,  Cleveland,  Ohio  for  catalogs  of  Penny 
Packet  Seeds  for  children' s gardens  for  the  pupilbs 
of  our  class. 

May 

18.  Write  an  invitation  to  your  parents  to  visit  the  school 
on  Parents'  Day.  Tell  the  time  for  visiting  classes 
and  the  time  of  the  hall  program. 

19.  Write  a note  of  thanks  to  Miss  Harriet  Flannery, 

Animal  Rescue  League,  51  Carver  Street,  Boston  for  the 
puppet  show  presented  at  your  school.  Tell  her  the 
part  you  liked  best. 

June 

20.  Write  a letter  to  a relative  accepting  an  invitation 
to  visit  her  during  the  vacation. 

21.  Write  a farewell  letter  to  your  teacher. 
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Manual  of  Directions 
Pressey  English  Tests 
for  Grades  5 to  8 


FORMS  A,  B,  AND  C 
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Copyright  1938  by  Public  School  Publishing  Co. 
Printed  in  U.  S.  A. 


MANUAL  OF  DIRECTIONS 

FOR  THE 

PRESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS  FOR  GRADES  5 TO  8,  FORMS  A,  B,  AND  C 

by  S.  L.  Pressey  and  Others 


I.  NATURE  OF  THE  TESTS 

These  Pressey  English  Tests  for  Grades  5 to  8 are  ar- 
ranged to  give  the  teacher  detailed,  diagnostic  or  analytic 
information  with  regard  to  each  pupil ’s  knowledge  of  cap- 
italization, good  usage,  punctuation,  and  sentence  struc- 
ture. They  are  based  on  an  elaborate  statistical  study  of 
common  usages  in  periodicals,  newspapers,  and  business 
letters,  as  well  as  other  written  work  of  both  children  and 
adults.  For  convenience  in  analyzing  the  results,  the  sen- 
tences have  been  grouped,  where  feasible,  according  as 
they  exemplify  certain  rules,  which  formulate  important 
practices  as  revealed  in  this  study.  These  rules  are  listed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  record  chart.  This  enables  the  teacher 
to  locate  the  specific  difficulties  of  each  pupil  and  of  the 
class  as  a whole. 

The  tests  are  adapted  to  the  “Correlated  Scale”  (see 
Section  VII). 

II.  DIRECTIONS  FOR  GIVING 

Each  pupil  should  have  at  least  two  sharpened  pencils. 
Only  pencil  is  to  be  used.  The  teacher  should  have  an 
extra  supply  of  sharpened  pencils  on  hand  in  case  of  need. 

Allow  exactly  the  time  specified  for  each  test.  The  ex- 
aminer is  to  lose  no  time  between  tests,  but  is  to  proceed 
directly  to  the  next  test  when  one  has  been  finished. 

Use  every  reasonable  effort  to  avoid  disturbance  during 
the  examination. 

As  soon  as  the  tests  are  passed  to  the  pupils,  the  exam- 
iner says,  “Fill  in  the  blanks  at  the  top  of  the  page.  On 
the  first  line  you  are  to  put  your  name.  On  the  second  line 
put  your  grade  (be  sure  to  put  down  whether  A or  B 
grade),  and  your  age  in  years  and  months.  On  the  third 
line,  put  the  name  of  your  school.  On  the  fourth  line,  put 
today’s  date.” 

After  this  has  been  done,  say  to  the  pupils,  “I  am  going 
to  give  you  four  tests  in  English.  You  will  be  given  a 
separate  time  limit  for  each  test.  If  you  finish  a test  before 
I tell  you  to  stop,  go  over  your  work  to  make  sure  that 
you  have  done  it  correctly. 


“Now  you  are  to  do  only  the  Capitalization  Test  on  the 
left  half  of  the  first  page.  I will  read  the  brief  directions 
at  the  beginning  of  the  test,  while  you  follow  silently : 

‘In  the  sentences  below,  you  are  to  draw  a line  under 
each  letter  that  should  be  a capital.  ’ ’ ’ 

When  all  are  ready,  say,  “BEGIN!”  In  THREE  MIN- 
UTES say,  “STOP!  Now  go  to  the  Good  Usage  Test  and 
work  all  thirty  exercises  on  the  right  half  of  the  first  page 
and  on  all  of  the  second  page.  I will  read  the  directions 
at  the  beginning  of  the  test,  while  you  follow  silently : 

‘In  each  group  below,  one  of  the  three  sentences,  and 
only  one,  is  incorrect — contains  something  which  is  not 
good  English.  Find  the  wrong  sentence  in  each  group 
and  put  a cross  in  the  square  before  it.  ’ ” 

When  all  are  ready,  say,  “BEGIN!”  In  TWELVE 
MINUTES  say,  “STOP!  Now  go  to  the  Punctuation  Test 
on  the  left  half  of  the  third  page.  I will  read  the  direc- 
tions at  the  beginning  of  the  test,  while  you  follow 
silently : 

‘ The  sentences  below  do  not  have  punctuation  marks 
— except  the  period  at  the  end  of  each  sentence.  You 
are  to  write  in  all  further  punctuation,  changing  periods 
to  exclamation  points  or  interrogation  marks  where  nec- 
essary, and  inserting  quotation  marks.  Do  not  punc- 
tuate so  as  to  form  new  sentences.’  ” 

When  all  are  ready,  say,  “BEGIN!”  In  FIVE  MIN- 
UTES say,  “STOP!  Go  to  the  Sentence  Structure  Test 
and  work  all  twenty  exercises  on  the  right  half  of  the 
third  page  and  on  all  of  the  fourth  page.  I will  read  the 
directions  at  the  beginning  of  the  test,  while  you  follow 
silently : 

‘In  each  group  below,  one  of  the  three  statements  is 
not  well  written — is  poor  in  sentence  structure.  You 
are  to  find  the  poor  statement  in  each  group  and  to  put 
a cross  in  the  square  before  it.’  ” 

When  all  are  ready,  say,  “BEGIN!”  In  TWELVE 
MINUTES  say,  “STOP!”  Have  the  tests  collected. 
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III.  DIRECTIONS  FOR  SCORING 

Count  each  correct  sentence  one  point.  Do  not  count  any 
sentence  correct  unless  all  the  words  which  should  be  capi- 
talized, and  no  others,  have  been  marked.  (If  the  whole 
word  and  not  merely  the  first  letter  has  been  underlined, 
do  not  count  wrong.)  Score  according  to  the  answer  key, 
which  is  printed  separately.  (Words  in  parentheses  are 
usually  not  capitalized  in  newspapers ; but  this  is  contrary 
to  best  usage.) 

Each  correct  sentence  should  be  checked.  The  check 
marks  may  then  be  counted,  and  a check  mark  placed  over 
the  number  correct  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  test.  The 
corresponding  percent  score  is  recorded  in  the  upper  right- 
hand  corner  of  the  front  page  of  the  test. 

The  Capitalization  Test  does  not  cover  the  more  difficult 
phases  of  instruction  and  therefore  the  table  at  the  end 
of  this  test  extends  only  to  80  percent  instead  of  to  100 
percent. 

SECTION  B,  GOOD  USAGE 

Count  one  point  for  each  group  of  three  sentences  in 
which  the  poor  sentence,  and  no  other,  is  marked.  Use  the 
answer  key — printed  separately.  Count  the  number  of 
exercises  correct  and  place  a check  mark  over  the  number 
correct  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  test.  The  corre- 
sponding percent  score  is  recorded  on  the  front  page  of 
the  test. 

SECTION  C,  PUNCTUATION 

Count  each  correct  sentence  one  point.  Do  not  count 
any  sentence  correct  unless  all  the  marks  required,  and  no 
others,  have  been  put  in.  Score  according  to  the  answer 


key.  Where  alternative  punctuation  is  indicated,  score 
either  usage  correct.  Marks  in  parentheses  are  optional. 
Each  correct  sentence  should  be  checked.  The  check 
marks  may  then  be  counted,  and  a check  mark  placed 
over  the  number  correct  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the 
test.  The  corresponding  percent  score  is  recorded  on  the 
front  page  of  the  test. 

SECTION  D,  SENTENCE  STRUCTURE 

Count  one  point  for  each  group  of  three  sentences  in 
which  the  incorrect  expression,  and  no  other,  is  marked. 
The  incorrect  statement  is  first,  second,  or  third  in  each 
group  as  indicated  by  the  answer  key.  Count  the  number 
of  exercises  correct  and  place  a check  mark  over  the  num- 
ber correct  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  test.  The  cor- 
responding percent  score  is  recorded  on  the  front  page 
of  the  test. 

IV.  MEAN  SCORE 

Now  determine  the  mean  of  the  percent  scores  recorded 
in  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  the  front  page  of  the 
test.  Thus,  if  a pupil  had  percent  scores  of  76  for  Capital- 
ization, 53  for  Good  Usage,  33  for  Punctuation,  and  55  for 
Sentence  Structure,  his  mean  score  (or  average)  would  be 
54,  and  “54”  would  be  recorded  opposite  “Mean”  on  his 
test. 

V.  DETERMINING  SCALE  AGES 

Now  fill  in  the  column  for  “Scale  Age”  on  the  front 
page  of  the  test  by  using  the  following  “Table  for  De- 
termining Scale  Ages.”  Thus,  a percent  score  of  76  equals 
a scale  age  of  14  years  and  7 months. 


Table  for  Determining  Scale  Ages 


% 

Scale  Age 

% 

Scale  Age 

% 

Scale  Age 

% 

Scale  Age 

Score 

Yr.-Month 

Score 

Yr.-Month 

Score 

Yr.-Month 

Score 

Yr.-Month 

0 

7-0 

1 

7-1 

26 

9-7 

51 

12-1 

76 

14-7 

2 

7-2 

27 

9-8 

52 

12-2 

77 

14-8 

3 

7-4 

28 

9-10 

53 

12-4 

78 

14-10 

4 

7-5 

29 

9-11 

54 

12-5 

79 

14-11 

5 

7-6 

30 

10-0 

55 

12-6 

80 

15-0 

6 

7-7 

31 

10-1 

56 

12-7 

81 

15-1 

7 

7-8 

32 

10-2 

57 

12-8 

82 

15-2 

8 

7-10 

33 

10-4 

58 

12-10 

83 

15-4 

9 

7-11 

34 

10-5 

59 

12-11 

84 

15-5 

10 

8-0 

35 

10-6 

60 

13-0 

85 

15-6 

11 

8-1 

36 

10-7 

61 

13-1 

86 

15-7 

12 

8-2 

37 

10-8 

62 

13-2 

87 

15-8 

13 

8-4 

38 

10-10 

63 

13-4 

88 

15-10 

14 

8-5 

39 

10-11 

64 

13-5 

89 

15-11 

15 

8-6 

40 

11-0 

65 

13-6 

90 

16-0 

16 

8-7 

41 

11-1 

66 

13-7 

91 

16-1 

17 

8-8 

42 

11-2 

67 

13-8 

92 

16-2 

18 

8-10 

43 

11-4 

68 

13-10 

93 

16-4 

19 

8-11 

44 

11-5 

69 

13-11 

94 

16-5 

20 

9-0 

45 

11-6 

70 

14-0 

95 

16-6 

21 

9-1 

46 

11-7 

71 

14-1 

96 

16-7 

22 

9-2 

47 

11-8 

72 

14-2 

97 

16-8 

23 

9-4 

48 

11-10 

73 

14-4 

98 

16-10 

24 

9-5 

49 

11-11 

74 

14-5 

99 

16-11 

25 

9-6 

50 

12-0 

75 

14-6 

100 

17-0 

Using  the  illustration  in  the  preceding  section,  the 
pupil’s  scoring  record  on  the  front  page  of  the  test 
would  be  as  follows: 


Section 

% Score 

Scale  Age 

A.  Cap. 

76 

14-7 

B.  Usage 

53 

12-4 

C.  Punct. 

33 

10-4 

D.  Struct. 

55 

12-6 

Mean 

54 

12-5 

VI.  RECORD  CHART 

The  percent  scores,  the  scale  ages,  and  the  mean  for 
each  pupil  are  now  recorded  on  the  separate  Diagnostic 
Record  Chart.  The  mean  is  recorded  in  the  column  to  the 
extreme  right  of  the  chart  headed  “Mean  Attainment  on 
Four  English  Tests.”  The  next  column  provides  for  re- 
cording the  equivalent  “Scale  Age.” 

Also  record  each  pupil’s  response  on  each  exercise  of 
each  test  and  follow  the  other  directions  given  on  the 
Diagnostic  Record  Chart. 

This  record  chart  is  of  definite  value  to  the  teacher. 
The  chart  gives  an  analysis  by  items  for  the  Capitalization, 
Good  Usage,  Punctuation,  and  Sentence  Structure  tests, 
and  also  indicates  the  rules  which  are  covered  by  each 
item.  Thus,  the  teacher  is  able  to  discover  the  specific 
phases  of  English  in  which  each  pupil  and  the  class  are 
having  difficulties.  A study  of  the  test  results  as  recorded 
on  this  chart  will  be  of  real  help  in  planning  effective 
remedial  work. 


As  a basis  for  this  remedial  instruction  in  English,  each 
pupil  may  be  supplied  with  a copy  of  the  Student’s  Guide 
to  Correctness  in  Written  Work,  by  S.  L.  Pressey  and  F.  R. 
Conkling.1  This  guide  contains  all  the  important  rules  for 
writing  correct  English  and  is  designed  for  use  with  these 
English  tests.  If  the  pupils  master  these  rules,  they  will 
avoid  about  nine-tenths  of  the  errors  in  written  work 
made  by  the  average  person. 

VII.  THE  CORRELATED  SCALE 

“The  Correlated  Scale”  is  given  at  the  extreme  left  of 
the  Diagnostic  Record  Chart.  This  scale  forms  a basic 
part  also  of  the  battery  test  known  as  the  “Public  School 
Correlated  Attainment  Scales.”  In  addition  to  tests  of 
attainment,  these  scales  also  include  three  learning  aptitude 
tests. 

The  correlated  scale  is  based  on  the  scale  for  the  chrono- 
logical ages  of  school  pupils  extending  from  the  age  of 
seven  to  that  of  seventeen.  The  ten-year  scale  provides  for 
a measure  of  abilities  beginning  at  seven  years  of  age, 
and  it  allows  ten  points  on  the  scale  for  the  growth  in 
each  year  up  to  a possible  perfect  score  for  seventeen 
years.  This  upper  limit  provides  for  the  measure  of  very 
bright  pupils  who  may  make  that  score  at  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years  of  chronological  age.  In  other  words,  an 
average  pupil  lives  and  moves  and  has  his  being  and 
grows  in  ability  and  advances  in  subject  attainment  at  a 
uniform  rate  for  each  year. 

On  the  scale,  as  set  up  for  these  tests,  the  percent  score 
for  the  end  of  eighth  grade  is  seventy.  This  agrees  closely 
with  the  median  attainment  found  on  the  standardized 
tests  that  have  been  given  throughout  the  nation  to  pupils 
on  the  course  as  now  provided. 

1 Published  by  the  Public  School  Publishing  Company,  Blooming- 
ton, Illinois.  Sample  set,  10c. 
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PRESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS 
FOR  GRADES  5 TO  8,  FORM  A 

Published  by  Public  School  Publishing  Com- 
pany, Bloomington,  Illinois.  (Adapted,  1938, 
from  Pressey  Diagnostic  Tests  in  English 
Composition,  for  use  with  the  Correlated 
Scale.) 


Name 

Grade -Age:  Yrs Mos 

School 

Date 


Section 

% Score 

Scale  Age 

A.  Cap.  _ 

B.  Usage 

C.  Punct. 

D,  Struct. 

Mean 

SECTION  A 

^ CAPITALIZATION  TEST 

Directions : In  the  sentences  below,  yon  are  to  draw  a line 
under  each  letter  that  should  be  a capital. 


section  B GOOD  USAGE  TEST 

Directions:  In  each  group  below,  one  of  the  three  sen- 
tences, and  only  one,  is  incorrect — contains  something 
which  is  not  good  English.  Find  the  wrong  sentence  in  each 
group  and  put  a cross  in  the  square  before  it. 


1.  Mary  was  absent  on  monday  morning. 

2.  We  like  to  have  snow  for  a good  time  at 
Christmas. 

3.  My  birthday  is  in  September. 

4.  We  know  that  doctor  williams  will  come. 

5.  The  store  is  owned  by  mr.  and  mrs.  1.  d.  dark. 

6.  He  went  to  new  york,  the  largest  city  in 
our  country. 

7.  The  rocky  mountains  are  higher  than  the 
appalachians. 

8.  His  office  is  at  84  main  street,  frankfort, 
kentucky. 

9.  The  teacher  described  a roman  house. 

10.  The  british  and  the  french  were  allies. 

11.  We  saw  some  girls  wearing  napoleonic  hats. 

12.  Webster  attended  exeter  academy  and 
dartmouth  college. 

13.  Henry  belongs  to  the  anthony  science  club 
and  to  the  boy  scouts. 

14.  John  replied,  “no,  she  has  not  come.” 

15.  And  still  they  gazed,  and  still  the  wonder  grew, 
that  one  small  head  could  carry  all  he  knew. 

16.  A great  novel  is  the  last  of  the  mohicans. 

17.  The  last  song  was  “america  the  beautiful.” 

to.  She  uses  royal  baking  powder  to  make  cakes. 


STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 


Number 

Correct 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Percent 

Score 

0 

4 

9 

13 

18 

22 

27 

31 

36 

40 

44 

48 

53 

58 

62 

67 

71 

76 

80 

Capitalisation 


1.  0 Helen  doesn’t  want  to  go  today. 

□ They  don’t  care  to  hear  the  concert. 

□ Tom  says  that  the  roses  doesn’t  bloom. 

2.  0 His  suit  was  blue,  and  his  tie  and  hand- 

kerchief was  a match. 

□ I don’t  know  whether  she  or  her  sister 
is  going. 

0 Where  have  that  boy  and  his  chum  gonef 

3.  0 No  one  can  always  prove  his  opinions. 

□ When  one  is  tired,  they  are  easily 
annoyed. 

□ If  anybody  is  noisy,  report  him. 

4.  Q In  all  the  season  there  has  been  no  games 

lost  by  our  team. 

0 It  was  unpleasant  driving  because  there 
were  such  bad  roads. 

0 There  is  never  any  program  on  Tuesday. 

5.  0 My  sisters,  who  live  in  Elmwood,  have 

a lovely  garden. 

0 A girl  who  has  ten  dresses  has  enough. 
0 The  boys  who  broke  the  window  is  to 
pay  for  it. 

6.  0 His  trouble  with  the  natives  was  in 

understanding  what  they  said. 

0 The  officers  of  the  club  has  been  elected. 
0 The  ten  volumes  of  poetry  are  here. 

7.  0 The  farm,  with  the  exception  of  ten 

acres,  were  flooded. 

0 His  employer,  as  well  as  his  friends, 
thinks  he  will  succeed. 

0 The  boys  were  gone  before  daylight. 

8.  0 Each  child  has  his  meals  well  planned. 
0 All  the  boys  dropped  their  work  when 

the  fire  engine  went  by. 

0 Somebody  has  left  their  pencil  on  my 
desk. 

( Oo  to  the  next  page.) 
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9.  □ A fawn  must  run  to  keep  with  the  herd. 

□ A pupil  must  go  to  class  regularly. 

0 If  you  have  a friend  in  trouble,  you 
should  help  them. 

10.  0 No  man  or  boy  should  break  his  word. 
0 Either  Jane  or  Lucille  will  have  their 

picture  in  the  paper. 

0 Bill  and  Jack  are  taking  their  tests. 

11.  0 This  car  has  been  run  thousands  of  miles. 

□ I gave  you  too  much  change  this  morning. 
0 Have  you  ever  rode  on  a camel? 

12.  0 I seen  many  snakes  around  here. 

0 Many  trees  have  grown  along  the  river. 
0 He  went  home  after  they  had  gone. 

13.  0 His  father  was  bora  in  Italy. 

0 When  he  appeared,  the  crowd  cheered. 
0 Mary  came  in  just  after  you  had  went. 

14.  0 She  jumped  up  and  screamed  for  help. 
0 Lucy  asked  for  more  chalk. 

0 The  deaf  man  seem  to  understand  us. 

15.  0 The  cat  brought  in  the  rabbit  that  she 

had  caught. 

□ The  bear  attackted  the  man  when  he 
shot  the  cub. 

□ The  train  drowned  out  other  sounds. 

16.  0 You  ought  to  a seen  her  face  when  she 

heard  it. 

□ She  realized  that  her  mother  needed  her. 
0 If  we  had  known,  we  would  have  helped. 

17.  0 Did  I leave  the  water  running? 

0 Let  him  figure  it  out  for  himself. 

0 Leave  your  brother  go  if  he  wants  to. 

18.  0 The  cots  should  be  set  far  apart. 

0 Can  the  baby  set  up  alone  yet? 

0 You  may  set  the  table  for  four  people. 

19.  0 If  he  would  lay  down,  his  head  would 

stop  aching. 

0 That  old  coat  has  lain  here  for  years. 

0 I think  he  will  lay  the  carpets  today. 


20.  0 May  we  hear  from  you  soon  regarding 

this  bill? 

0 You  can  ask  John  about  it  if  you  wish. 
0 I may  go  if  I can  get  the  money. 

21.  0 There  are  two  answers  to  that  question. 
0 Let  us  plan  to  go  to  Boston  soon. 

0 You  need  not  go,  but  I have  too. 

22.  0 The  right  to  choose  is  theirs. 

0 They’re  son  is  always  getting  into  diffi- 
culties. 

0 There  is  the  boy  who  carries  their  papers. 

23.  0 The  books  and  magazines  are  an  added 

attraction  in  our  room. 

0 He  ordered  ham  an  eggs  for  breakfast. 
0 He  has  sold  an  automobile  to  Mr.  Black. 

24.  0 The  prize  winner  is  sure  clever. 

0 Studying  is  easy  if  you  work  carefully. 
0 She  appears  very  delicate. 

25.  0 The  four  children  played  long  and  noisy. 
0 She  sang  his  favorite  song  very  well. 

0 The  author  seemed  modest  and  unas- 
suming. 

26.  0 You  do  most  good  by  doing  your  own 

work  well. 

0 His  work  is  done  as  good  as  his  brother’s. 
0 I feel  good  after  my  exercise. 

27.  0 Only  John  and  him  were  given  thanks. 
0 The  chairman  asked  him  and  me  to  serve. 
0 The  money  should  be  sent  to  them  or  us. 

28.  0 How  can  you  blame  us  boys  for  that  ? 

0 The  doctor  said  we  men  were  ill. 

0 Is  that  card  for  we  girls? 

29.  0 All  except  Frank  and  me  were  asleep. 

□ I am  not  quite  so  angry  as  him. 

0 The  Smiths  have  more  money  than  we. 

30.  0 For  whom  was  the  big  party  last  night  ? 
0 Has  he  told  you  yet  who  is  coming? 

0 The  visitor  did  not  know  who  to  ask  for. 

STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 


Number 

Correct 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 
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0 

3 

7 

10 

13 

17 

20 

23 

27 

30 

33 

37 

40 

43 

47 

50 

53 

57 

60 

63 

67 

70 

73 

77 

80 

83 

87 

90 

93 

97 

100 

Good  Usage 
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PUNCTUATION  TEST 


*r. 


Directions:  The  sentences  below  do  not  have  punctuation 
marks — except  the  period  at  the  end  of  each  sentence. 
You  are  to  write  in  all  further  punctuation,  changing 
periods  to  exclamation  points  or  interrogation  marks 
here  necessary,  and  inserting  quotation  marks.  Do  not 
unctuate  so  as  to  form  new  sentences. 


1.  Is  the  train  on  time. 

2.  Dr  Charles  Brown  told  Miss  Ryan  her  arm 
was  broken. 

3.  The  new  store  is  at  86  Walnut  Street 
Muncie  Indiana. 

4.  Theyll  count  those  who  cant  go. 

5.  He  said  Be  ready  to  start  early. 

6.  Mary  waited  for  the  bus  the  other  girls 
walked. 

7.  R A Hardy  and  M S Benson  are  candidates. 

8.  Columbus  discovered  America  on  October 
12  1492. 

9.  She  likes  skating  swimming  and  tennis. 

10.  Their  grades  run  as  follows  98  93  86  79. 

11.  That  boys  sled  is  longer  than  mine. 

12.  The  train  arrives  at  10  41. 

13.  James  Kennedy  the  secretary  read  the 
minutes. 

14.  The  title  of  my  last  theme  was  My  Summer 
in  Camp. 

15.  His  coat  hat  and  gloves  were  stolen  how- 
ever his  watch  is  safe. 

16.  We  won.  We  won.  Oh  how  glad  I am. 

17.  Changing  her  mind  she  destroyed  the  letter. 

18.  Strikebreakers  are  called  scabs. 


STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 


Number 

Correct 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Percent 

Score 
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0 

11 

17 

22 

28 

33 

39 

44 

50 

56 

61 

67 

72 

78 

83 

89 

94 

100 

SECTION  D 

SENTENCE  STRUCTURE  TEST 

Directions:  In  each  group  below,  one  of  the  three  state- 
ments is  not  well  written — is  poor  in  sentence  structure. 
You  are  to  find  the  poor  statement  in  each  group  and  to 
put  a cross  in  the  square  before  it. 


1.  □ The  house  caught  fire  while  the  family 

was  at  church. 

□ Bill  was  a fine  fellow.  And  well  liked 
by  everyone. 

□ The  school  seemed  very  quiet  after  the 
children  had  gone. 

2.  □ The  box  was  so  heavy  that  we  could  not' 

lift  it. 

□ He  saw  the  storm,  so  closed  the  windows 
so  the  rugs  would  not  get  wet. 

□ Since  the  clouds  had  blown  over,  we 
hired  a boat  and  went  fishing. 

3.  □ Here  is  the  place  where  the  fire  began. 

From  a pile  of  rubbish  it  spread  to  a 
storeroom,  then  caught  under  a stair- 
way, and  soon  blocked  all  way  of  escape. 

□ We  drove  down  to  the  old  mill,  and  then 
picked  wild  flowers,  and  played  ball  with 
the  Jones  twins,  our  neighbors,  the  ones 
who  found  your  book,  the  one  I gave  you 
last  Christmas. 

□ As  we  passed  through  the  little  village 
I saw  Mary  Smith,  a little  woman  with 
red  hair,  who  once  taught  the  sixth  grade 
in  our  school  and  later  became  the  prin- 
cipal. 

4.  Q When  the  dog  barked,  the  birds  flew  in 

all  directions. 

□ He  shook  the  tree,  and  nuts  fell  to  the 
ground  all  about  him. 

HU  Helen  told  me  an  exciting  story  yester- 
day, and  it  was  about  a thief  who  robbed 
his  own  home  by  mistake. 

5.  □ Be  very  careful,  the  sidewalks  are  cov- 

ered with  ice. 

□ You  must  hurry;  you  are  late  now. 

□ There  is  your  letter.  It  has  just  corner 

( Go  to  the  next  page.) 
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6.  □ Those  books  are  their  best  sellers,  which  13. 

they  have  the  largest  supply. 

□ Locusts  are  sometimes  blown  a great 
distance  from  land. 

□ They  would  like  to  go  fishing,  but  the 

sky  is  too  cloudy.  ^ 

7.  □ Where  did  he  leave  it  ? 

□ They  thought  that  they  saw  a way  out 
of  the  cave. 

□ They  wouldn’t  hardly  have  had  time  to 
reach  the  station. 

8.  □ The  trees  will  soon  be  bare. 

□ The  aviator  flew  low  over  the  city. 

□ The  wheel,  as  the  car  turned  the  comer, 
it  came  off. 

9.  □ He  lost  his  hat,  but  this  minor  accident 

did  not  trouble  him. 

□ As  he  ran  into  the  house  he  surprised 
his  mother,  which  made  her  scream. 

□ The  board  fell  into  the  lake  and  water  '* 
splashed  upon  everyone. 

10.  □ Johnny  laughed  once,  but  he  tried  to 

keep  a serious  expression. 

□ He  swims  awkwardly  although  he  spends 
much  time  in  the  water. 

□ He  stutters  badly  although  he  has  made 
it  his  purpose  to  conquer  it. 

11.  □ As  the  man  stopped  his  car,  he  saw  that 

his  friend  was  asleep. 

□ While  Jane  was  talking  with  her,  she 
discovered  that  she  had  tom  a large  hole 
in  her  dress. 

□ Whenever  the  old  man  comes  to  visit, 
he  gives  the  boy  a book. 

20 

12.  □ There  is  his  knife,  which  he  lost  last 

summer. 

□ He  is  a queer  old  fellow,  who  rarely 
speaks  to  anyone. 

□ There  comes  my  uncle’s  car,  who  took 
me  to  New  York  last  summer. 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


WTien  he  jumped,  he  bumped  his  head. 
Stumbling  at  the  door,  he  broke  the 
handle  of  the  pitcher. 

Playing  in  the  haymow,  a nest  full  of 
eggs  was  discovered. 

The  noise  was  caused  by  falling  timbers, 
The  bridge  was  old,  due  to  floods. 

He  makes  money  because  he  works  hard. 

Wlien  taking  a test,  I like  to  write  with 
a pen. 

WTiile  I was  waiting,  the  tide  came  in. 
While  at  the  window,  the  parade  passed. 

Having  carefully  parked  his  car  in  a 
safety  zone,  the  policeman  arrested  him. 
After  looking  through  the  mail,  the 
postmaster  handed  my  post  card  to  me. 
Having  seen  our  accident,  he  telephoned 
for  a doctor. 


John  both  speaks  English  and  German. 
They  not  only  left  him  sitting  there, 
but  even  hid  his  hat. 

She  likes  either  apples  or  peaches. 

The  box,  which  was  marked  fragile,  was 
smashed  to  pieces. 

She  slipped  on  the  old  stone  steps, 
smoothed  by  many  feet. 

The  man  did  not  see  the  post,  hurrying 
for  the  station. 


The  man  was  milking  the  cow  with  the 
spotted  nose. 

Suddenly  he  struck  the  man  with  an 
insulting  remark. 

He  heard  the  water  flowing  steadily. 


He  found  in  the  woods  the  flowers  which 
he  was  carrying. 

He  jumped  when  the  bear  appeared  and 
shouted. 

He  lost  the  hat,  which  he  just  bought. 

STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 


Number 
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0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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19 

20 
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0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

80 

85 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 
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B.  Usage 

C.  Punct. 

D.  Struct. 

Mean 

SECTION  A 

CAPITALIZATION  TEST 

Directions : In  the  sentences  below,  yon  are  to  draw  a line 
under  each  letter  that  should  be  a capital. 


SECTION  B 

GOOD  USAGE  TEST 

Directions:  In  each  group  below,  one  of  the  three  sen- 
tences, and  only  one,  is  incorrect — contains  something 
which  is  not  good  English.  Find  the  wrong  sentence  in 
each  group  and  put  a cross  in  the  square  before  it. 


1.  I know  professor  brown  and  judge  whittier. 

2.  The  party  was  given  for  mrs.  b.  a.  taylor. 

3.  A doctor  and  a postmaster  are  scheduled  for  the  debate. 

4.  She  toured  both  france  and  italy. 

5.  We  travelled  in  the  west  by  a northern  route. 

6.  The  star  candy  company  has  three  factories. 

7.  Several  graduates  of  shaw  high  school  entered  indiana 

university. 

8.  A member  of  my  club  is  to  speak  before  that  society. 

9.  She  has  read  five  Shakespearian  plays. 

10.  It  is  difficult  for  a german  to  speak  english  clearly. 

11.  Many  people  in  the  democratic  party  favor  a com- 

munist party. 

12.  His  favorite  breakfast  food  is  cream  of  wheat. 

13.  I have  just  read  the  merchant  of  Venice. 

14.  She  washes  the  clothes  on  monday  and  irons  them  on 

Wednesday. 

15.  They  had  a patriotic  program  on  the  fourth  of  july. 

16.  He  called,  “wait  for  me  here.” 

17.  Be  not  the  first  by  whom  the  new  are  tried, 
nor  yet  the  last  to  lay  the  old  aside. 

18.  “Where,”  asked  the  man,  “will  you  be  then?” 


STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 
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0 

1 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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4 

9 

13 

18 
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27 

31 

36 

40 

44 

48 

53 

58 

62 

67 

71 

76 

80 

Capitalization 


1.  □ The  girls  is  here  now,  Miss  Johnson. 

□ The  melons  were  sold  yesterday. 

□ Can  you  tell  me  why  he  doesn’t  write? 

2.  □ Was  Mary  and  her  grandmother  there? 

□ Either  Martha  or  Betty  is  to  blame. 

□ The  hat  and  coat  are  presents  from  my  father. 

3.  □ There  was  nothing  said  about  the  visitors. 

□ In  this  valley  there  has  been  two  floods  this  year. 

□ When  we  arrived,  there  was  a line  at  the  ticket 

window. 

4.  □ The  circus,  which  delighted  the  children,  has  gone 

now. 

□ Not  all  women  who  eat  rich  candy  are  fat. 

□ Tenants  who  insist  on  keeping  a dog  has  to  move. 

5.  □ The  players,  together  with  their  coach,  were  on  the 

the  train. 

□ Mary  and  John  are  waiting  for  you. 

□ All  the  boys,  with  the  exception  of  John,  is  ill. 

6.  □ The  supply  of  sandwiches  is  rapidly  decreasing. 

□ Eggs  fresh  from  the  country  are  sold  here. 

□ That  set  of  books  have  been  moved  since  yesterday. 

7.  □ Each  woman  talked  about  their  own  troubles. 

□ Everybody  wanted  his  particular  plan  carried  out. 

□ Who  wants  to  try  his  luck  first  ? 

8.  □ No  girl  or  woman  here  knows  their  neighbors  well. 

□ Either  John  or  Henry  will  get  his  name  on  the  list 

of  players. 

□ Both  Mary  and  Lucy  will  take  their  flowers  home. 

( Go  to  the  next  page.) 
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9.  □ If  one  has  the  will,  he  will  find  the  way. 

□ When  anybody  has  plenty,  he  should  share  with 

others. 

□ No  one  should  complain  so  much  that  people  dis- 

like them. 

10.  □ When  a baby  becomes  cross,  the  nurse  puts  him  to 

bed. 

□ If  a boy  can  not  climb  fences  he  should  not  go  with 

me. 

□ When  a new  pupil  comes  to  school  they  often  are 

very  shy. 

11.  □ The  Mexicans  were  used  to  hot  weather. 

□ We  opened  the  door  and  walk  in. 

□ Anna  seemed  to  be  happy  yesterday. 

12.  □ The  boys  drug  the  sleds  up  the  hill. 

□ Sally  climbed  the  cherry  tree  in  the  yard. 

□ The  Indians  usually  attacked  a village  just  before 

sunrise. 

13.  □ The  path  has  always  run  through  this  field. 

□ He  came  to  the  party  in  a new  suit. 

□ I done  more 'work  than  you  did. 

14.  □ Did  you  hear  what  I heared? 

□ He  went  after  you  had  gone. 

□ She  has  grown  more  this  year  than  she  grew  last. 

15.  □ He  was  given  a thrashing  for  breaking  the  window. 

□ Were  you  born  on  Sunday? 

□ Have  you  ever  drank  sulphur  water? 

16.  □ The  boys  might  have  come  home  earlier. 

□ Could  you  of  been  mistaken  ? 

□ That  must  have  been  a terrible  accident. 

17.  □ The  audience  sat  very  still  during  the  play. 

□ The  sun  will  have  set  by  six  o’clock. 

□ During  the  storm  Mary  set  and  shivered. 

18.  □ The  dog  lied  down  in  the  middle  of  the  rug. 

□ Please  lay  your  flashlight  where  you  can  reach  it 

easily. 

□ Has  that  hen  ever  laid  an  egg? 

19.  □ Has  the  cook  left? 

□ Let  the  boy  have  another  chance. 

□ Can ’t  you  leave  the  child  play  awhile  ? 


20.  □ May  we  lift  that  rock  if  we  can? 

□ Can  I have  another  piece  of  cake  ? 

□ I might  do  what  you  ask  if  I thought  I could 

succeed. 

21.  □ We  are  going  their  for  lunch. 

□ They’re  very  sure  they  have  never  been  there. 

□ There’s  their  train  at  the  station  now. 

22.  □ Did  he  sell  that  bicycle  to  you? 

□ James  ordered  too  three-minute  eggs. 

□ I think  he  wants  too  much. 

23.  □ An  eager  student  is  a great  inspiration  to  his 

teacher. 

□ Henry  has  been  gone  more  than  an  hour. 

□ It  is  a long  time  before  a express  train  is  due. 

24.  □ He  does  not  write  so  well  as  he  did. 

□ She  works  well  and  gets  along  good  with  the 

manager. 

□ It’s  good  to  see  you  so  well  again. 

25.  □ Your  proposal  sounds  very  interesting. 

□ The  bell  rang  furiously  for  ten  minutes. 

□ He  looks  intelligent,  but  he  doesn’t  talk  sensible. 

26.  □ Will  he  limp  very  noticeable  ? 

□ Those  Japanese  lanterns  look  decidedly  attractive. 

□ The  old  fellow  can ’t  move  as  rapidly  as  he  did. 

27.  □ The  employer  could  not  decide  who  to  choose. 

□ Whom  did  he  injure  in  the  accident  ? 

□ Who  did  you  tell  me  is  running  for  mayor? 

28.  □ Have  Ruth  and  her  seen  this  room? 

□ The  policeman  ordered  either  them  or  us  to  leave. 

□ We  gave  his  mother  and  him  the  best  seats. 

29.  □ He  caught  us  when  we  children  were  climbing  the 
fence. 

□ They  are  sending  us  teachers  sample  copies  of  the 
book. 

□ The  lawyer  asked  if  us  two  would  enter  a complaint. 

□ My  brother  is  much  heavier  than  I. 

□ Except  for  David  and  she,  I have  seen  no  one.  t 

□ For  years  there  has  been  a feud  between  them 
and  us. 


STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 
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SECTION  C 

PUNCTUATION  TEST 

Directions : The  sentences  below  do  not  have  punctuation 
marks — except  the  period  at  the  end  of  each  sentence.  You 
are  to  write  in  all  further  punctuation,  changing  periods 
to  exclamation  points  or  interrogation  marks  where  nec- 
essary, and  inserting  quotation  marks.  Do  not  punctuate 
so  as  to  form  new  sentences. 


SECTION  D 

SENTENCE  STRUCTURE  TEST 

Directions:  In  each  group  below,  one  of  the  three  state- 
ments is  not  well  written — is  poor  in  sentence  structure 
You  are  to  find  the  poor  statement  in  each  group  and  to 
put  a cross  in  the  square  before  it. 


1.  Are  we  on  time. 

2.  They  were  lost  in  a big  dense  black  forest. 

3.  July  4 1776  is  an  important  date. 

4.  Dr  James  White  introduced  Miss  Johnston  to  Mr  and 

Mrs  Frank  Casey. 

5.  She  said  The  package  was  mailed  yesterday. 

6.  The  mistake  is  either  yours  or  hers. 

7.  School  begins  at  8 30. 

8.  The  noise  of  the  thunder  was  deafening  the  lightning 

flashed. 

9.  These  she  said  are  right. 

10.  I dont  believe  its  wrong  to  do  that. 

11.  He  asked  which  way  we  were  going. 

12.  Put  these  words  in  alphabetical  order  cat  apples 

pencil  bag. 

13.  Close  by  a deer  plunged  into  the  forest. 

14.  She  had  an  umbrella  nevertheless  the  rain  ruined  her 

dress  hat  and  gloves. 

15.  We  sang  the  first  stanza  of  The  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

16.  Charles  who  skates  well  helps  any  boy  who  does  not. 

17.  Help.  Help.  Fire. 

18.  The  two  dogs  barks  and  the  childrens  shouts  made  a 

great  hubbub. 


STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 


Number 
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0 

1 

2 

3 
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5 
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7 
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11 

12 

13 
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0 

6 

11 

17 

22 

28 

33 

39 

44 

1 

50|56 

61 

67 

72 

78 

83 

89 

94 

100 

Punctuation 


1.  □ He  has  three  brothers,  John,  James,  and  Arthur. 

□ They  own  two  pieces  of  property.  A farm  and  a 

city  flat. 

□ He  plays  two  instruments,  piano  and  violin. 


2.  □ She  was  much  pleased  when  the  prize  was  given 
to  her. 

□ At  last  the  train  arrived.  We  climbed  wearily 

aboard. 

□ His  home  was  small.  But  very  attractive. 


3.  □ Some  people  like  olives,  while  others  will  not  touch 
them. 

□ While  in  the  water  they  spent  much  time  splashing 

each  other. 

□ After  he  had  gone,  with  the  stolen  car  and  the 

money. 


4.  □ The  house  where  he  was  bom,  which  has  since  been 
tom  down. 

□ His  latest  play  was  certainly  a great  success. 

□ He  was  a fine  musician;  his  skill  brought  crowds 

to  hear  him. 


5.  □ I sent  a telegram  asking  him  to  come  immediately, 
but  he  was  out  of  town  and  the  message  never 
reached  him. 

□ This  is  the  road  to  the  lake.  It  was  here  that  the 

fatal  accident  occurred  last  week. 

□ In  playing  the  last  round  of  golf  I lost  the  ball,  and 

it  was  the  last  ball  I had,  but  I borrowed  one  and 
finished,  but  I played  badly. 
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6.  □ The  whistle  blew  and  the  men  went  to  work. 

□ She  sings  well  and  last  night  she  sang  at  a con- 

vention. 

□ The  dog  barked  and  ran  out  into  the  yard. 

7.  □ Howard  is  very  fond  of  tennis,  he  plays  every 

pleasant  afternoon. 

□ She  stumbled  over  a brick  which  some  one  had  left 

in  the  path. 

□ The  ship  sailed  at  noon.  We  were  all  out  to  see  it 

leave. 

8.  □ The  water  was  so  clear  that  we  could  easily  see  the 

bottom. 

□ There  was  a severe  storm  last  night,  so  we  couldn’t 

come  home,  and  so  we  stayed  at  the  farm. 

□ He  failed  in  all  his  work  and  consequently  left 

school. 

9.  □ He  is  fond  of  setting  fires,  although  he  has  often 

been  burned. 

□ He  likes  to  ride  on  trains,  and  says  he  is  going  to 

be  an  engineer. 

□ This  newsboy  delivers  them  to  all  the  people  in  the 

neighborhood. 

10.  □ He  practiced  every  day,  $nd  as  a result  became 

very  skillful. 

□ He  dropped  an  egg  and  broke  it. 

□ He  had  lost  the  key,  which  caused  his  trouble  in 

opening  the  trunk. 

11.  □ There  stands  Smith’s  new  car,  of  which  he  is  very 

proud. 

□ This  is  Mary’s  hat,  who  came  to  visit  us  last  week. 

Q My  father’s  watch  was  stolen.  He  bought  it  abroad 
in  1885. 

12.  □ When  Charles  saw  him  he  returned  the  money  he 

had  borrowed. 

□ When  Aunt  Kuth  came  in,  she  saw  Dorothy  in  the 
• pantry. 

□ Tom  told  what  had  happened,  but  the  thief  called 

him  a liar. 


13.  □ While  looking  for  the  lost  knife,  we  found  a dia- 

mond stick  pin. 

□ Having  given  the  password,  he  entered  without  any 

trouble. 

□ Having  upset  the  paint,  the  picture  was  ruined. 

14.  □ Having  bought  the  table,  she  gave  the  clerk  her 

address. 

□ Having  eaten  our  dinner,  the  waiter  brought  us 

the  bill. 

□ Having  repaired  our  car,  the  man  drove  it  around 

the  block. 

15.  □ They  became  lost  as  a result  of  the  storm. 

□ He  is  slow,  caused  by  his  lameness. 

□ The  accident  was  due  to  the  fog. 

16.  □ While  still  in  her  girlhood  she  wrote  beautiful 

poetry. 

□ While  in  the  house  the  horse  ran  away. 

□ While  we  were  gathering  up  the  leaves,  the  fire 

started. 

17.  □ His  car,  breaking  through  the  fence,  started  down 

the  bank 

□ The  book  was  finely  illustrated  and  was  expected 

to  be  very  popular. 

□ His  singing  was  much  enjoyed  by  the  old  people, 

accompanied  on  a piano. 

18.  □ They  watched  the  robin  building  the  nest  in  that 

tree. 

□ Sitting  at  this  window,  she  can  see  all  the  neighbors. 

□ In  the  kitchen  was  a woman  frying  potatoes  in  a 

calico  dress. 

19.  □ The  boys  watched  the  puppy  playing  in  the  yard, 

which  was  a collie. 

□ I put  in  the  ice  box  the  fish  which  you  sent. 

□ They  all  stopped  and  smiled  as  the  little  rabbit 

hopped  by. 

20.  Q He  swam  through  the  waves  as  easily  as  through 

still  water. 

□ I think  the  music  of  a violin  sweeter  than  any  other 

instrument. 

□ He  was  a player  about  whose  skill  they  knew  litt?a4 

STOP!  Go  back  over  your  work! 
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SEC.  A,  CAPITALIZATION 


(Words  in  parentheses  are  usu- 
ally not  capitalized  in  news- 
papers.) 

1.  Professor  Brown  Judge 
Whittier 

2.  Mrs.  B.  A.  Taylor 

3.  No  capitals 

4.  France  Italy 

5.  West 

6.  Star  Candy  (Company) 

7.  Shaw  (High  School) 

Indiana  (University) 

8.  No  capitals 

9.  Shakespearian 

10.  German  English 

11.  Democratic  Party 
Communist  Party 

12.  Cream  Wheat 

13.  The  Merchant  of  Venice 

14.  Monday  Wednesday 

15.  Fourth  July 

16.  Wait 

17.  Nor 

18.  No  capitals 
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SEC.  B,  GOOD  USAGE 
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SEC.  C,  PUNCTUATION 


1.  0 
□ 
□ 

2.  0 
□ 
□ 

3.  0 
0 
□ 

4.  □ 

□ 

0 

5.  0 

□ 

0 

6.  0 

□ 


7.  0 
□ 
□ 

8.  0 

□ 

□ 


9.  0 

20.  0 

(Punctuation  marks  in  paren- 

1-  □ 

□ 

0 

theses  are  optional.) 

0 

□ 

1.  time? 

0 

21.  0 

2.  big,  dense, 

□ 

10.  □ 

□ 

3.  4,  1776, 

□ 

□ 

4.  Dr.  Mr.  Mrs. 

2-  □ 

22.  0 

0 

0 

□ 

5.  said,  “The 

□ 

yesterday.  ’ ’ 

11.  □ 

23.  0 

6.  No  punctuation 

0 

0 

□ 

□ 

7.  8:30 

12.  0 

0 

8.  deafening ; 

3.  0 

□ 

24.  □ 

□ 

0 

9.  “These,”  said,  “are 

□ 

right.  ’ ’ 

□ 

10.  don’t  it’s 

13.  0 

0 

□ 

25.  0 

11.  No  punctuation 

0 

□ 

0 

12.  order : cat,  apples, 

14.  0 

pencil, 

□ 

26.  0 

4.  0 

□ 

13.  by, 

15.  0 

□ 

14.  umbrella ; nevertheless  ( , ) 

□ 

□ 

27.  0 

dress,  hat  ( , ) 

□ 

0 

□ 

ru 

15.  “The  Star  Spangled  Banner” 

16.  0 

l_J 

or  italics* 

0 

28.  0 

16.  Charles,  well, 

□ 

□ 

0 

17.  Help!  Help!  Fire! 

5.  0 

17.  0 

18.  dogs’  children’s 

□ 

29.  0 

□ 

#Either  quotation  marks  or 

L iU 

□ 

underlinings  for  all  titles  may  be 

18.  0 

considered  permissible. 

0 

□ 

0 

□ 

30.  0 

0 

19.  0 

□ 

□ 

0 
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SEC.  D,  SENTENCE 
STRUCTURE 


6.  0 


□ 


7. 


□ 

□ 

8.  0 
0 
□ 

9.  0 
□ 
0 

10.  0 

□ 


11.  □ 

0 

□ 

12.  0 
□ 
□ 


13.  0 

□ 

0 

14.  0 


□ 


18.  0 


19.  [x] 


20.  □ 
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DIAGNOSTIC  RECORD  CHART  FOR 
PRESSEY  ENGLISH  TESTS  FOR  GRADES  5 TO  8,  FORMS  A,  B,  C,  and  D 

by  S.  L.  Pressey  and  Others 

(These  tests  are  especially  adapted  for  use  with  the  Public  School  Correlated 

Attainment  Scales .) 


Grade  or  Class School 

City State 

Examiner - Date. 


DIRECTIONS  FOR  FILLING  OUT  RECORD  CHART 


For  the  convenience  of  the  teacher  in  analyzing  the 
results  of  the  class,  the  diagnostic  record  chart  on  the 
inside  pages  of  this  folder  has  been  prepared.  This  will 
be  found  easy  to  fill  in  if  the  directions  below  are  care- 
fully followed.  Use  a separate  record  sheet  for  each  grade 
(yearly  or  half-yearly)  and  for  each  class. 

(a)  The  name  of  the  first  pupil  should  be  written  under 
“Pupil’s  Name”  on  line  1.  Suppose  that  this  pupil  had 
correct  the  sentences  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  9,  10,  12, 
and  14  of  the  Capitalization  Test,  or  ten  correct,  with  a 
percent  score  of  44.  Check  marks  should  be  made  in  col- 
umns numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  9,  10,  12,  and  14,  and  his 
percent  score  of  44  recorded  in  the  “Percent  Score”  col- 
umn. This  percent  score  of  44  is  equal  to  a scale  age  of  11 
years  and  5 months  according  to  the  * ‘ Table  for  Determin- 
ing Scale  Ages”  in  the  Manual  of  Directions,  and  “11-5” 
should  be  recorded  in  the  ‘ ‘ Scale  Age  ’ ’ column. 

(b)  Each  pupil’s  results  on  each  of  the  four  tests  should 
be  recorded  in  similar  manner. 

(c)  The  mean  (or  average)  of  each  pupil’s  percent 
scores  on  the  four  tests  is  recorded  in  the  column  at  the 
extreme  right  of  the  chart  headed  “Mean  Attainment  on 
Four  English  Tests.”  Thus,  if  a pupil  had  percent  scores 
of  76  for  Capitalization,  53  for  Good  Usage,  33  for  Punctu- 
ation, and  55  for  Sentence  Structure,  his  mean  attainment 
would  be  54,  and  this  mean  would  be  recorded  in  the  column 
just  mentioned.  The  scale  age  equivalent  to  54  is  12  years 
and  5 months,  and  “12-5”  would  be  recorded  in  the  “Scale 
Age”  column. 


(d)  After  all  the  pupils’  results  have  been  thus  en- 
tered, the  number  of  marks  in  each  column  should  be 
counted,  and  this  total  entered  at  the  bottom  of  the  record 
chart  in  the  “Total  right  for  each  exercise”  row.  Evidently 
the  rules  for  those  exercises  which  the  fewest  pupils  had 
right  need  most  class  drill.  The  rule  numbers  for  the  ex- 
ercises are  given  in  the  rows  below,  and  the  rules  themselves 
appear  at  the  bottom  of  the  chart.  These  rules  may  form 
the  basis  for  class  discussion  and  individual  study.1 

(e)  Now  find  the  sum  of  the  scores  in  each  of  the  “Per- 
cent Score”  columns,  as  well  as  in  the  column  “Mean  At- 
tainment on  Four  English  Tests,”  and  place  each  sum  op- 
posite “Sum  of  Pupils’  Scores.”  Divide  each  sum  by  the 
number  of  pupils  in  the  class,  and  the  quotient  is  the  mean. 
Record  each  of  these  means  opposite  “Class  Means. ” These 
class  means  are  converted  into  scale  ages  by  again  referring 
to  the  “Table  for  Determining  Scale  Ages”  in  the  Manual 
of  Directions. 

(f)  The  Correlated  Scale,  given  at  the  extreme  left  of 
the  chart,  covers  a range  of  ten  years  from  seven  to  seven- 
teen and  is  divided  into  ten  parts,  every  part  representing 
one-tenth  of  the  full  attainment  that  should  be  made  to 
master  the  subject  of  study  as  it  is  now  presented.  Thus, 
a pupil  in  the  middle  of  the  seventh  grade  (7.5)  should 
have  a percent  score  of  55.  The  Capitalization  Test  does 
not  cover  the  more  difficult  phases  of  instruction  and  there- 
fore the  table  at  the  end  of  the  test  extends  only  to  80 
percent,  instead  of  to  100  percent. 


1 For  a further  discussion  of  these  rules,  see  the  Student’s  Guide  to  Correctness  in  Written  Work  and  the  Teacher’s  Manual,  by  S.  L. 
Pressey  and  F.  R.  Conkling  (published  by  the  Public  School  Publishing  Company;  sample  set,  10c). 


RULES  COVERED  BY  TESTS 

CAPITALIZATION  TEST 

L Capitalize  the  first  word  of  every  sentence. 
Capitalize  also  the  first  word  of  every  line  of 
poetry,  and  the  first  word  of  a direct  quotation. 
However,  if  the  quotation  is  indirect  do  not  use 
the  capital. 

2.  Capitalize  the  names  of  persons,  with  their 
titles;  however,  do  not  capitalize  titles  when 
they  are  not  part  of  a name. 

3.  Capitalize  the  names  of  countries,  states, 
cities,  streets,  buildings,  of  mountains,  rivers, 
oceans,  or  any  word  designating  a particular 
location  or  part  of  the  world;  however,  do  not 
capitalize  the  points  of  the  compass,  or  such 
terms  as  street,  river,  ocean,  when  not  part  of 

4.  Capitalize  the  names  of  business  firms. 


schools,  societies,  or  other  organizations;  how- 
ever, do  not  capitalize  such  words  as  company, 
school,  society,  when  not  part  of  a name. 

5.  Capitalize  words  derived  from  the  names 
of  countries,  places,  organizations  or  persons. 

8.  Capitalize  the  days  of  the  week,  the  months 
of  the  year,  and  holidays;  however,  do  not  cap- 
italize the  seasons. 

7.  Capitalize  the  first  word,  and  all  other  im- 
portant words,  in  titles  (and  sub-titles  and  head- 
ings) of  themes,  magazine  articles,  poems,  books, 
of  laws  or  governmental  documents,  and  the 
trade  names  of  commercial  products. 

GOOD  USAGE  TEST 

L A pronoun  should  agree  in  number  with  its 
antecedent,  and  a verb  with  its  subject.  Few 
mistakes  will  be  made  if  the  following  points 
are  kept  in  mind. 


(a)  Two  or  more  singular  nouns  joined  by  and 
require  a plural  verb  and  pronoun;  if  joined  by 
or  or  nor,  singular  verbs  and  pronouns  nro  to 
be  used. 

(b)  There  Is  or  there  are  Id  be  r ' » ac- 
cording as  the  subject  that  i io  sr»nular 
or  plural. 

(c)  Intervening  words  in  a different  number 
must  not  bo  allowed  to  affect  the  agreement  of 
pronouns  or  verbs. 

(d)  Each,  every,  either,  Bomebody,  anyone, 
one,  and  other  similar  pronouns  aro  singular. 

(e)  Doesn’t  or  don’t  should  be  used  accord- 
ing as  the  subject  is  singular  or  pluraL 

(f)  A singular  noun  used  in  a general  wny 
to  refer  to  a class  is  also  singular. 

2.  Bo  careful  about  the  tenso  forms  of  verbs. 

(a)  Do  not  leave  off  the  ed  of  past  tenso  and 
participial  forms  of  regular  verbs;  this  mistake 


is  most  common  with  ask,  seem,  and  use. 

(b)  Bo  certain  of  tbo  correct  post  tonso  and 
post  partlciplo  of  tbo  following  irregular  vorbs: 
come,  soc,  run,  do,  go,  give,  uoar,  load,  grow, 
hoar,  rtdo,  drink,  buret. 

(c)  Bomcmhor  that  drown,  climb,  drag,  and 
attack  nro  regulnr. 

3.  Certain  words  nro  very  commonly  confused, 
usually  bccauso  of  similarity  of  sound. 

(a)  Distinguish  tho  following  vorbs:  Ho  nnd 
lay,  sit  and  sot,  lot  and  loavo,  can  nnd  may. 

(b)  Distinguish  also  tho  following:  there, 
tbolr,  and  they're;  there's  nnd  theire;  to,  too, 
and  two;  a,  an,  and  and. 

(o)  Do  not  use  of  or  a for  havo  in  such 
hrosos  ns  “might  havo  boon"  or  "ought  to 
avo  gone." 

4.  Do  not  nso  adjectives  for  ndvorbs. 

(a)  Do  not  use  good  for  woll. 


(b)  Do  not  leave  off  tho  ly  of  advvrbinl  forms. 

5.  Few  mistakes  in  tbo  case  of  pronouns  will 
bo  mado  if  tbo  following  points  aro  kept  in  mind. 

(a)  Do  not  let  words  coming  between  a pro- 
noun nnd  tho  word  governing  it  mislead  as  to 
tbo  case. 

(b)  Do  not  neglect  tho  easo  of  tho  pronoun 
in  such  phrnsos  as  wo  boys. 

(c)  Always  consider  tho  impllod  construction 
nftor  than  ami  aa  in  comparisons. 

(d)  Who  is  the  nominative  form  nnd  whom 
is  tho  objcctlvo  form  required  after  propositions 
and  transitivo  vorbs. 


PUNCTUATION  TEST 
Full  Btops:  At  tho  end  of  n sontonco  use  n 
period,  or  a question  murk  or  nn  exclamation 
point.  1.  Use  n question  mark  nftor  n direct 
question  (do  not  use  tho  mnrk  nftor  nn  indirect 


question).  2.  Uso  nn  exclamation  point  after  an 
expression  to  show  strong  emotion  or  surprise. 

3.  Use  n porlod  (a)  at  the  end  of  all  other  sen 
tonees  nnd  (b)  after  abbreviations  and  initial*. 

Pauses  Within  n Sontonco:  Within  a sentence, 
divisions  nro  usunlly  tnnrked  by  commas,  or  by 
semicolons  or  colons.  4.  Uso  n comma  (a)  to  set 
off  slightly  parenthetical  or  inserted  ideas;  (b) 
to  sot  off  clearly  introductory  idons  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a sontonco,  or  obviously  added  elements 
nt  tho  end;  (e)  to  sopnrnto  clnuses  joined  by 
nnd,  but,  for,  as,  or  nny  other  simple  conjunc- 
tions; (d)  to  sopnrnto  words,  phrases,  or  clnuses 
in  a sories;'  (o)  to  sopnrnte  tho  pnrta  of  a dato, 
or  nn  nddrou;  nnd  (f)  to  separate  a short  quoj 
tntlon  from  tho  rest  of  tho  sontonco.  6.  Uso  ri 
aomlcolon  (a)  between  clauses  of  n compound 
sontonco  when  not  joined  by  a conjunction,  nml 
(b)  to  mnko  prominent  a division  within  a seal 


tenco  when  the  part*  separated  are  very  long,  or 
havo  commas  within  themselves.  6.  Use  a colon 
(a)  after  an  expression  formally  introducing  a 
list,  or  a long  quotation,1  (b)  between  tho  hours 
and  minutes  in  n statement  of  time.  7.  Uso  a 
dash  (o  indicate  a marked  brenk  in  tho  progress 
of  thought  in  a sentence,  as  when  nn  explana- 
tory element  is  obviously  inserted.  The  paren- 
theses may  also  bo  used  for  this  last  purpose. 

Special  Harks:  Two  marks,  tho  apostrophe 
nnd  quotation  mnrks,  are  used  for  certain  spe- 
cial purposes.  8.  Uso  quotation  marks  (a)  to  en- 
close a direct  quotation  (do  not  thus  set  off  nn 
indirect  quotation);  (b)  to  onoloso  the  titles  of 
pooms,  stories,  plays,  pictures;'  and  (o)  to  coll 
attention  to  technical,  foreign,  or  unusual  words, 
I or  words  used  with  somo  special — as  ironical  or 
humorous — moaning.  9.  Use  tho  apostrophe  (a) 
to  indiento  tho  possessive  easo  (however,  the 


pronomi&l  forms  his,  hers,  theirs,  yours,  ours,  its 
do  not  require  the  apostrophe),  and  (b)  to  indi- 
cate the  omission  of  a letter  or  letters  in  con- 
tractions. 

> Comma  before  and  In  inch  a series  as  "salt,  sugar, 
floor,  and  egg*--  la  beat  usage.  Omission  of  this  comma 
U,  however,  common  enough  in  reputable  publishing  that 
such  omission  baa  been  called  permiasible  In  the  scoring 

* The  colon  ia  also  used  In  letters  after  the  salutation. 

• Names  of  books,  magaiincs  (In  contrast  to  short  com- 
positions such  aa  poems  or  articles)  are  beat  italicised — 
Italics  being  indicated  in  manuscript  by  underlining. 


SENTENCE  STRUCTURE 
1.  Moke  certain,  in  tho  first  place,  that  all 
“sentences"  are  real  sentences;  do  not  uunc- 
tunto  a part  of  a sentence — a phrase  or  a clause 
— ns  if  this  fragment  were  a whole  sentence. 


2.  Be  careful  not  to  put  too  much  into  one 
sentence.  Be  suspicious  of  long  sentences  with 
several  parts  joined  together  by  and,  so,  or 
simply  by  commas.  When  such  sentences  are 
found  either  (a)  cut  them  up  into  a number  of 
shorter  sentences,  (b)  put  into  subordinate 
clauses  or  ohrases  any  subordinate  ideas,  or  (c) 
use  semicolons  in  place  of  the  commas,  if  the 
sentence  permits  of  this  handling. 

S.  Be  certain  that  all  pronouns  have  a definite 
antecedent. 

4.  Be  sure  that  all  modifiers  have  something 
to  modify. 

5.  Keep  modifiers  close  to  the  words  they 
modify,  and  pronouns  close  to  their  antecedents. 

6.  6mission  or  insertion  of  words,  especially 
of  such  common  small  words  as  pronouns  and 
prepositions,  is  a very  common  error.  Be  on 
guard  against  this  mistake. 


Ifc  »»*?«  in  cta^V  : / 
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